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Concerns about lack
of burial space at
Dewsbury cemetery

Local community groups including
IMWS are demanding action and answers
from Kirklees Council after a conference
arranged by the Dewsbury Cemetery
Action Group at Dewsbury Minster
showcased a plethora of concerns from
community leaders in relation to the lack
of burial space at Dewsbury cemetery.

Despite  the treacherous weather
conditions over 150 people from an array
of backgrounds attended the event on
the 1rth of March with hundreds more
tuning in online, thus taking the number

of participants to over 500. Prior to the
conference, one of the social media clips
had over 56,400 views within a very short
period of time, such is the level of concern
and interest in the matter.

Mohammed Javed, Chair of Dewsbury
Cemetery Action Group said during the
meeting, the message from the public
was that of anger and frustration. He
believes Kirklees Council missed a prime
opportunity to show solidarity, appease
and address the concerns.

“Itwas definitely a missed opportunity by

Kirklees and councillors by boycotting the
event,” Mr Javed told Paigaam.

“It was disheartening that the Council
leader, Kirklees Bereavement Services,
Councillors as well as Will Simpson,
the councillor with portfolio for the
cemeteries, didn’t attend or even have the
courtesy to respond to the invite to the
public conference.”

Mr Javed said Councillors were sent
personal invites, in order to give them a
fair opportunity to address any concerns.



Dewsbury Cemetery

“Councillors received personal invites
fromthe DCAGtoattend and unfortunately
Martyn Bolt of Mirfield was the only one

who attended. We are very appreciative of

his support to the multi-faith communities
and the fact even though the constituents
affected in the main are not in his area, he
was there to be of assistance in any way he
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can.

Mr Javed said it is not his intention to
“politicise this sensitive matter thatis close
to the hearts of multi-faith communities.”

However, he said it has become very
evident that certain individuals have and
continue to make it one.

“The matter of land running out is so
sensitive and close to the heart of the public
one would have thought they (Kirklees)
would be there for the constituents that
voted them in, instead they chose to issue
a one-page statement, contradicting the
actual facts.

“If we were to dissect it we could write
a full essay evidencing inaccuracies but
let me just pick a couple of main points.
Firstly, they continue to reiterate that
there are 1000 burial spaces in Dewsbury
with no details of where, who owns them
and if they are multi-faith. The group has
already challenged this number at the
council meeting and this is evidenced in a
recording already made public.

“As for working with the bereavement
forum, that’s not factual either. We would
like to remind the people that issued this

statement that 95% of the attendees of

the bereavement forum are part of the
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DCAG group. However we as a group
are now seriously considering boycotting
and leaving the forum as it’s not a forum
we have a two way dialogue. A recent
example we were told the cost of burials
and cremations were going up so we fed
back to them our concerns, especially
with the cost of living and the timescales.
They chose to override us and within 2
weeks at the beginning of the month they
implemented it.

“Yet, when it comes to a new municipal
cemetery they are saying it will take them 5
years to have one in place.”

Mr Javed believes the Dewsbury
Cemetery Action Group are keen to see
what progress is made in June.

“We are not here to pick fights with
anybody. IUs fairly evident that the council
have taken their bat and ball home at the
expense of the community.

“We are upbeat and positive by the
support we have from the communities out
there by the messages, feedback and calls
the group has had. We can categorically
say the public conference was aresounding
success and we will carry on trying to work

with everyone but that’s another matter if

they choose to do so or not.

“We are seeing on social media sites
statements like “No support No vote” for
the councillors, a pledge being demanded
by the voters which is interesting.”

The Dewsbury Cemetery — Action
Group has since launched a petition
which is available online and on paper,

for members of the community to sign.
Online signatures have totalled over 700,
close to the target of 1000. Mr Javed has
urged residents to sign the petition and
has asked members of the community,
regardless of their background, to work
together: “We have been asked by many
groups to come and talk to them about the
current situation as we have a multicultural
community who are of different faiths and
of no faith. We are busy planning how we
resource and take time out of our busy
schedules to support the communities.

“We hope the next time we report
back a lot more progress and cohesion is
forthcoming from berecavement and the
council. Please don’t forget to sign the
petition as the voice of the residents needs
to be heard. This issue is not only for
Dewsbury, itwill have aknock on effecton
Batley and Heckmondwike once the space
runs out in Dewsbury as that will quickly
deplete burial space in the surrounding
areas t00.”

Coun Will Simpson, cabinet member for
culture and greener Kirklees, said: “With
over 1,000 burial plots currently available
in Dewsbury, we are confident that this
space will provide capacity for several
years. “Council officers have continued
to work on identifying suitable burial sites
that would give a long term provision for
future burial capacity in Dewsbury. Having
narrowed down a significant number of
sites, work is now progressing with further
analysis of the shortlisted locations to
determine suitability, prior to any ground
investigatory work and study.”



Kirklees named as one of worst
placesin UK for potholes

Kirklccs has been officially ranked as

one of the poorest places in the country in
relation to potholes. A survey conducted
by Bill Plant Driving School, showcased
the principal 10 areas throughout the UK
where pothole-centric roads had blighted
the area in 2022.

A plethora of areas to have been ranked
in the top 10 are in Yorkshire with Kirklees
coming second after Islington, in London.
Kingston upon Hull is placed in fifth place
with Rotherham in sixth position and
Wakefield coming in at eighth.

A mind boggling 23,515 potholes were
reported to the council, meaning there
are almost 20 potholes per average mile of
road in the area, covering 1,191 miles thus
ensuring there are 19.74 potholes per mile
or 0.05 miles per pothole.

Kirklees has had a significant problem
with potholes like many other towns
and cities throughout the country with
residents constantly complaining about
the states of the roads.

Paigaam has long campaigned for the
number of potholes in the locality to be
repaired. The September 2021 issue
showcased how the vicinity was “riddled
with potholes™ and a plea to tend to roads,
particularly in the Batley area was made.

A number of Batley based campaigners
claimed roads including those adjacent
to places of worship are “riddled with
potholes” and demanded Kirklees Council
takes action.

The Chairman of Snowdon Masjid Akooji
Badat said potholes are in need of urgent
repair as opposed to being “patched up.”

Mr Badat told Paigaam: “What I want
to say is that the roads by our places of

worship are absolutely in need of urgent
repairs and we need them repairing
properly and not just patching up.”

He also claimed constituencies in
North Kirklees that are represented by
Conservative MP’s do not have the same
problem.

He said: “Lots of money is always taken
away into other conservative areas and
it’s upsetting that our Batley roads and
in particular the roads by the community
centres or places of worship are left
behind.”

A campaigner from the densely-
populated Warwick Road where there are
homes, shops, businesses and a primary
school, urged the council to view the road
and pavements for themselves.

“Warwick Road isavery highly populated
area with a number of roads that need to be
resurfaced,” said Aziz Daji.

“There’s no point in constantly patching
the roads up badly, as some roads require
a full resurface.”

However, Kirklees Council say they
commenced work on the Unclassified
Roads  programme, to carry out
improvement works on the districts
unclassified roads.

They insist a £15m highways project,
featuring over 120 schemes across all
23 wards, aimed to remedy roads and
pavements in need of immediate repair
began in September 2021.

Councillors say they engaged with the
scheme from inception, identified priority
d roads and pavement sites in their wards
and agreed to a minimum delivery of three
schemes per ward.

The

programme commenced in

September 2021, is said to have delivered
a total of 77 schemes across the district by
March 2022. The entire programme of
works was completed in March 2023.

With phase one of the programme
completed, phase two is due to start
in April, and will continue to carry out
improvement works on the district’s
unclassified roads.

Kirklees say they plan to deliver a total of
20 schemes across the district by the end
of 2023. The entire programme of works
for phase two will be completed by April
2027.

Councillor Naheed Mather, cabinet
member for environment said: “The
maintenance and  improvements o
our highways network are vital for the
development of Kirklees as a place where
people want to live, work, and visit.

“Unclassified roads, deemed as minor
or residential roads with lower volumes
of traffic, are no less important, with
benefits reaching the wider community.
These benefits include upgraded road
and pavement surfaces improving the user
experience for pedestrians, cyclists, and
motorists, as well as enhancements to the
public realm.”
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Make sure your Ramadan
donations reach those
who are in need

l \s British Muslims enter the

month of Ramadan, the Muslim Charities
Forum, the Charity Commission and the
Fundraising Regulator have issued advice
to British Muslims in relation to giving
Sadaqah and Zakat safely to registered
charities during Ramadan.

Ramadan is a time of huge generosity
among British Muslims, and the recent
earthquake in Turkey and Syria, as well as
the ongoing impact of the cost-of-living
crisis, make it especially important that
their charitable contributions support
good causes through registered charities.
Regulators are therefore issuing advice to
remind British Muslims to make checks,
ensuring their donations reach registered
charities.

Most fundraising is genuine; however,
fraudsters and criminals sometimes take
advantage of public generosity at times of
increased giving, using methods such as
fake appeal websites, email appeals that
falsely use the name of genuine charities,
or appeals from fake charities. There have
been several reports of fake appeals on
social media to help those affected by the
disaster in Turkey and Syria.

According to the London-based think
tank, the Ayaan Institute, British Muslims
donate at least £1bn a year to charity, with
the figure set to reach £4bn by 205r.

The report states: “The information
in this report shows just how seriously
Muslim communities take their religious
obligations to help the poor and needy
around the world.

“It is in the divinely ordained rituals
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and obligations of Islam that we find the
greatest expressions of Ummah solidarity.
The Islamic faith has provided us with the
tools to provide for the welfare needs of
the Ummah, whether states and politicians
are working towards those goals or not.”

Jahangir Mohammed, Director of the

Ayaan Institute, added: “The Muslim
charitable sector makes a valuable
contribution to UK society, economy,
the Muslim community and it helps
countries around the world through
aid and assistance. This work is driven
by the Islamic faith and deserves more
recognition.”

Below is a checklist for donors supplied:
Is the charity registered?

Visit http://www.gov.uk/checkcharity
and find out if the charity is registered with
the Charity Commission.

Does the charity’s values match your
values?

Check out the charity’s website for
information about their aims and values.
You should only give to organisations that
you feel are in line with your values.

Is the fundraiser genuine?

Is important to check whether it is
genuine. They should feature the charity’s
name and registered number.

Do you feel pressured to donate?

You should never feel pressured to
donate to a charity, it should be a free
and informed choice. If you need more
information, you are within your right

to ask the charity for it directly, prior to
donating any of your money.

Does admin costreflectimpact?

Charities differ in their admin costs. A
higher admin could translate to higher
impact, or vice versa, depending on the
organisation.

Transparency

Who runs the organization and do they
have experience in development?

Impact

How does the charity choose the projects
itis working on?

Diligence

Are the charities accounts filed on time
to the Charity Commission?

Trustees

Who are the trustees of the organisation
and do they have professional experience?
Size and historyHow old or new is the
charity? How big is it? Does it have an area
of expertise: a specific type of project or
country?

Zakat

Charities are also collecting Zakat in
Ramadan. The Muslim Charities Forum
recommends that each donor asks the
following questions before giving their
zakat to a charity:

Does the charity have a zakat policy which
tells you how they spend the zakat money?
Is it freely accessible on the website?

Does the charity have a zakat policy
holder whose name is available on the
website and whose contact details are also
available?
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MCB critacises Metropolitan
Police after damning report

METROPOLITAN

The Muslim Council of Great Britain has
backed the findings of damning report
which described the Metropolitan Police
as institutionally racist.

Baroness  Louise  Casey’s  report
showcased a plethora of alarming case
studies which showed officers being
bullied because of their religious beliefs.

In one particular instance, a Muslim
officer was alarmed to have found bacon
left in his boots. However, he chose not
to report the incident out of fear he would
be “branded a person who played the race
card”.

ZaraMohammed, secretary general of the
Muslim Council of Britain, said: “Baroness
Louise Casey’s report is a damning
indictment of the culture of impunity
within the Metropolitan Police force,
where officers from minority backgrounds
have been subject to unchecked racism
and discrimination and the concerns of
minority communities have remained
unaddressed.

“Islamophobia, like any other form of
racism, must be tackled decisively. “

The report cites an incident in which a
Muslim police officer had bacon stuffed
into his boots, which were in his locked
locker.
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The officer did not tell anyone of the
incident at the time due to fear of
reprisals.

“It is simply unacceptable that Muslim
officers must face such racism in the
workplace.”

She said it is essential Britain’s
largest police force seriously looks into
building trust with diverse communities
including the Muslim community through
“meaningful action, accountability and a
commitment to change”.

Ms Mohammed believes that whilst the
findings of the Casey report are deeply
concerning, it is important to commend
those officers who have been working hard
to serve and protect their communities.

“The Metropolitan Police must take
immediate steps to address the systemic
issues identified in the report, replicate
and amplify the good work and conduct of
any exemplary officers on the force, and
work towards creating a police force that is
truly representative of, and responsive to,
the needs of all communities.”

Iman Atta, director of Tell Mama, which
supports victims of Islamophobia and anti-
Muslim hate, insists Baroness Casey’s
highlights negative experiences of some
within minority communities.

“The report shows that anti-Muslim
prejudice is still an issue in the Met and
whilst the vast majority of officers act and
work professionally and in line with high
standards, there are still some ‘rotten
apples’ in the barrel.

“We stand ready to help the Met in
working through ways to tackle and root
out anti-Muslim prejudice.”

In a recent interview with Paigaam,
the District Commander for Kirklees
Police pledged to serve, protect and work
closely with diverse communities when
asked whether the Metropolitan Police is
institutionally racist.

He said: “The McPherson report was a
long time ago after the Stephen Lawrence
murder but we have definitely changed
since then and just like I was saying before
what we are doing in terms of trying to
be representative of our communities is
exactly where we need to be.

“I am not saying that we are perfect in
everything that we do and very shortly we
are going to be implementing the race
action plan which is going to target real
key communities that definitely do feel
like they have been targeted unfairly by
the police and we are going to try and work
with those communities on a national basis
to try and engage them a bit more.”



Healey School: The hub of the

local community

The head teacher of Healey Junior,
Infant and Nursery School, on Healey
Lane, believes the school not only
provides an opportunity for children to
excel, thanks to the implementation of a
clear and compelling vision for success,
Luisa Lang believes the school is the hub
of the local community.

The school was recently graded “good”
in all areas after a recent inspection
Ofsted visit. This is the first time that the

school has ever been awarded this level of

accreditation. Speaking to Paigaam, Mrs
Lang cited the hard work and devotion
of her team after it received its best-ever
rating from Ofsted.

“That’s such an achievement and it
makes us all very proud, the whole school
team pulling together, there’s still a lot to
do and we recognise that,” said Mrs Lang.

“It felt like a surreal event because we’d
been waiting for it and expecting it for so
long. On the other hand, I felt absolutely
nervous as itwas my first Ofsted inspection
asahead. [ was excited as well as we wanted
to showcase the improvements we’d made.
It gave everyone a boost, but we’ve not
stopped since.

“The children here are absolutely
amazing, gorgeous children. I think it’s a
fantastic community that we are in. What I
really love about Healey, compared to the
schools that surround us is that it is a very
mixed and diverse school. It’s not 99 per
cent Asian, which alot of the other schools
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arc.

Lang’s eloquence and empathy should
not be mistaken as a weakness. Her wit,
intelligence and no-nonsense attitude
ensure members of staff at the school
evidently know who the boss is; staff
whom we walked past in the corridors are
rather eager to impress as standards are
impeccably high. However, Lang attests
her quest for success to her immigrant
background.

My parents came to this country
not speaking English. I come from
an immigrant family from an Italian
background. I think there are so many
similarities with the Asian community, to
be family orientated, to come from another
homeland, if you like, where not speaking
the language, my parents came to this
country not speaking a word of English.

“We were very much a working-class
family, so I think people see me as someone
who is open and honest and someone
they can talk to. I was not born with a
silver spoon in my mouth or anything like
that. I don’t feel I'm better than anybody
else. Sometimes the preconception of
headteachers is that I dare not approach
this person of authority and I really want
to dispel those myths that parents might
have.

“Athome we had that work ethic of being
the best and that’s what I try to instil in the
children here. Nothing in life is easy, so I
do have a great deal of empathy for non-
English speaking people because that was
my home life. My older sister used to go to
the parent’s evenings with me when I was
very young because my parents couldn’t
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articulate as they could not speak English.”

In her office, Mrs Lang showcases a Muti
Menk book, that she attests a number
of golden rules that children adhere to
in the classrooms: “The 6 golden rules
are respecting one another, respect the
environment and we reinforce those
messages together with the school motto
which is believe, achieve, succeed.

Reading is high on the agenda we
implemented a new phonics scheme
called read write inc. It’s a very structured
scheme. It’s for early years and key stage
one to be able to decode and read. If you
can’t decode; you can’t improve on your
fluency and your comprehension and
everything that follows.

“We are now above national average. The
following step is developing that further or
the fluency and the comprehension and
just inspiring and motivating the children.
Generally, children don’t like writing
very much. Some do, but writing is a big

priority.”

The School is the growing heart of the
community due to a number of innovative
events set up by Luisa and her team: “We
host a coffee afternoon and hope to do one
again soon after Easter where we will host
the older generation and the children will
come inand talk to them. It’s justa fantastic
atmosphere, where we get families in and
grandparents particularly as well.

“I can’ttell youwhatabeautiful afternoon
it is. It carries on the legacy of Jo Cox,
which is that of unity in the community.”
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Rahul Ghandi lambasts BJP
in Cambridge speech

Indian politician and leader of the
Congress Party, Rahul Gandhi lambasted
the current state of Indian democracy as
a recent speech at Cambridge University,
stating that Indian democracy is under
attack whilst claiming he, along with a
number of lawmakers in India are under
surveillance.

Mr Ghandi  insists a plethora of
constraints have been placed on the
Parliament, press and the Judiciary in the
country.

“Everybody knows and it’s been in the
news a lot that Indian democracy is under
pressure and under attack,” said Mr
Ghandi.

“I am an opposition leader in India, we
are navigating that space. The institutional
framework which is required for a
democracy — Parliament, free press, the
judiciary, just the idea of mobilisation,
moving around - all are getting
constrained. So, we are facing an attack on
the basic structure of Indian democracy,”
the Congress MP alleged.

Showcasing a picture of himself in the
presentation slide in which he is seen
being held by Police, Ghandi claimed that
those who are perceived were “locked
up” in jail for “just standing” in front
of the Parliament House to talk about
some issues, while also alleging that
such incidents have happened “relatively
violently”.

“In the Constitution, India is described
as a Union of States, and that Union
requires negotiation and conversation. It
is that negotiation that is under attack and
threat. You can see the picture which is
taken in front of Parliament House.”
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Mr Gandhi claimed that an attack had
been unleashed on the basic structure of
Indian democracy while also claiming that
Israeli spyware Pegasus was being used to
snoop into his phone.

He claimed that he had been warned by
the intelligence officers to be “careful”
while speaking on the phone as his calls
were being recorded.

“I myself had Pegasus on my phone. A
large number of politicians had Pegasus
on their phones. I have been called by
intelligence officers who told me, ‘Please
be careful about what you are saying on the
phone because we are sort of recording
the stuff.

“So this is the constant pressure that we
feel. Cases on the Opposition. | have gota
number of criminal liable cases for things
that should under no circumstances be
criminal liable cases. That’s what we are
trying to defend,” the Congress leader
added in his speech.

Mr Ghandi’s address at Cambridge
University has become the latest flashpoint
between the Congress and the BJP.

The BJP has since accused Ghandi of
“defaming” the country abroad after
repeated electoral defeats. The partyisalso
considering asking Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla to suspend his membership from
the lower house.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey demanded the
constitution of a special parliamentary
committee to look into Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s “contemptuous” remarks
and consider if he should be expelled from
the House to give a clear message so that
“no one takes the pride and respect of
high institutions for a ride”.

In a letter to the Lok Sabha Speaker,

Dubey said he is giving notice under
Rule 223 of Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha on
the “contemptuous and unbecoming
behaviour™ of the member of Parliament
over his remarks at Cambridge University.

“This conduct of the Member is required
to be investigated thoroughly either by
the Privileges Committee or by a special
committee.

“Thereafter, House should consider
whether such a member should be
expelled from the House to protect the
esteem of parliamentand other democratic
institutions and give a clear message that
no one takes the pride and respect of high
institutions for a ride in future,” Dubey
said in the letter.

66

Indian democracyis
under pressure and
under attack
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Rahul Ghandi

Got a story?

Contact Paigaam on
01924 500 555
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MILEN CARE

VACANCIES

Milen Care is a well established charity based in Batley, providing care services for Asian elders and adults over 18
with a disability in North Kirklees,

MANAGER - 37 hours - salary: £30k Circa
The role requires experience of working with elderly and people with disability needs.
Having a good understanding of the relevant policies and our servica user needs.
You will need experience and skills in the management of day care services, budgeting and staff.

ADMIN ASSISTANT - 20 hours - salary: £10.72 p/h

The role requires experience in an administrative role, proficient in using MS Office, quickbooks, excallent wiitten
and verbal communication skills, great inlerparsonal and organisational skills.,

If you think you have what it takes to join our team and drive forward our agenda

into the future then we would like to hear from you.
Closing Date: 1 May 2023
You can apply enline via the Milen Care website www.milen.org.uk
Or Tel: 01924 470774 for an application pack
Milen Care, Al=Hikmah Centre, Milen Core B & O Kikdees

Th 'l

28 Track Road, Batley. WF17 TAA Tel Moc 018524 470774 Regesterad Charty Mo, 1128002 Funded by Nikdess Counal

Competition

Paigaam has teamed up with Huddersfield Town to
offer'a family ticket for'4 people'toiwatchiTown/s match
against BlackburniRovers.

Answer . the following question: Who is' the new
Manager of Huddersfield Town?

Please send the answer by e-mail to info@imws.org.uk
with the subject title: Huddersfield Town competition
by the 7th of April. The winner.will be informed via
mobile or e-mail and will pick the tickets up on match
day, at the stadium. Please include your mobile number
in the e-mail, upon entering the competition.
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MCB academic study
reveals Muslims face
healthcare discrimination

l \ new joint academic study

between the Muslim Council of Britain,
charity Marie Curie, the University of
Leeds and University College London has
revealed the difficulties British Muslims
face whilst accessing palliative and end-of-
life care.

The study has showcased a “postcode
lottery” of care along with the impact
that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on
increasing existing health inequalities
worse;  disproportionately  impacting
the health of people from most minority
backgrounds.

The study revealed families and
patients described difficulties and delays
in accessing healthcare, isolation and
restrictions around rituals which negatively
impacted their lives and may have sped up
the decline of people with palliative care
needs.

The report also called for healthcare
providers to raise awareness of any
palliative and end of life care services that
are available to British Muslims amongst
others.

The report suggests that greater
involvement of a diverse range of people in
the development of health and social care
services is needed to tackle inequity in
access to care.

Zara Mohammed, Secretary-General of
the Muslim Council of Britain, said: “This
report highlights the deep-seated nature
of health inequalities and their particular
prevalence  within ~ British ~ Muslim
communities.

“Evidence from Public Health England
and the Office for National Statistics
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revealed that during the peak of the
pandemic, minoritised groups had the
highest rate of COVID-19 deaths.

“The Muslim Council of Britain also
listened and paid heed to healthcare
workers on the front line who warned of
the disproportional impact COVID-1g was
having on minoritised communities, long
before it was acknowledged in mainstream
discourse. This period of intensive
learning has reaffirmed the systemic nature
of inequality.”

Key to the report was a series of
interviews carried out by members of the
British Muslim community with other
individuals with lived experience of the
health system during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The shift to online and virtual delivery
of care during COVID-19 compounded
challenges, with healthcare providers
relying too much on digital solutions
which many people struggled to access.

This affected both the physical and
mental health of people who felt forgotten
in the system.

With the main focus on COVID-1g9
during the peaks of the pandemic, many
people with other conditions felt their
palliative care needs were neglected.

Patients also felt unsure about how to
access information or support for their
care needs, and sometimes struggled to be
understood.

Dr Gemma Clarke, Senior Research
Fellow at the University of Leeds, said:
“British Muslims told us they felt left
behind and didn’t know where to turn
for help during the most difficult times of
their lives. Our research highlighted the

experiences of an already marginalised
group within our society. We want our
work to be used to design better services,
that properly support the people that need
them.”

Briony Hudson, Associate Director
Internal Research Development at Marie
Curie, said: “Services must explore and
understand the needs of diverse local
communities, including British Muslims,
to adapt services and make them more
accessible. Organisations providing health
and social care services must ensure that
individuals, and those who are important to
them, are placed at the centre of decision-
making.

“What is also clear from this research is
that more support is needed for those who
do not have the support of family networks.
It is crucial that those who are isolated or
otherwise vulnerable have routes into the
support that they need.”

The makes

report a number of

recommendations for improving care for
minority groups. These include providing
culturally appropriate services; better
support for family and carers of people
with palliative care needs; tackling health
exclusion through early involvement; and
making information more accessible.




Ramadan 2023: Fasting
hours and iftar times
around the world

uring Ramadan, fasts can last
anywhere from 12 to 18 hours, depending
on which country you reside in.

Due to the fact that the Islamic calendar
is based on the lunar Hijri calendar with
months that are 29 or 30 days long,
Ramadan tends to begin 10 to 12 days
earlier each year.

Interestingly, because the lunar year is
shorter than the solar year by around 11
days, Ramadan will be observed twice in
the year 2030 - first beginning on January
5 and then starting on December 25.

This year, the first day of fasting took
place in mid-March. However, the next
time Ramadan will start after March 23 will
be in 33 years’ time — in the year 2056.For
Muslims living further afield, the number
of daylight hours can vary across the world.

Muslims  living in  the world’s
southernmost countries, such as Chile or
New Zealand, will fast for an average of 12
hours while those living in northernmost
countries, such as Iceland or Greenland,
will have to partake in fasts that total 17
hours or more.

For Muslims living in the Northern
Hemisphere, the number of hours they
have to fast will decrease this year and will
continue to do so until 2031, which is the
year Ramadan will encompass the winter
solstice — the shortest day of the year.

After that, fasting hours will increase
until the summer solstice — the longest day
of the year in the Northern Hemisphere.

For Muslims living south of the
equator, the opposite will happen.
Within the northernmost cities, such as

Longyearbyen in Norway, where the sun
does not set from April 20 to August 22,
rulings have been passed by scholars in
order to allow Muslims to fast.

The average number of hours people
fastin cities around the world are outlined
below, although actual fasting hours
and times will vary by day, along with
calculation methods:

Iftari times around the world

Which cities have the longest fasting
hours?

— Reykjavik, Iceland: 17 hours
— Stockholm, Sweden: 17 hours
— Glasgow, Scotland: 17 hours
— Nuuk, Greenland: 17 hours

— Helsinki, Finland: 17 hours

— Basel, Switzerland: 15 hours
— Paris, France: 15 hours

— Bucharest, Romania: 15 hours
— Ottawa, Canada: 15 hours

— Sofia, Bulgaria: 15 hours

— Rome, Italy: 15 hours

— Madrid, Spain: 15 hours

— Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: 13 hours
— Dakar, Senegal: 13 hours

— Abuja, Nigeria: 13 hours

— Colombo, Sri Lanka: 13 hours

- Bangkok, Thailand: 13 hours

- Khartoum, Sudan: 13 hours

— Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 13 hours

Which cities have the shortest
fasting hours?

- Singapore: 13 hours

— Nairobi, Kenya: 13 hours

— Luanda, Angola: 13 hours

— Jakarta, Indonesia: 13 hours

— Panama City, Panama: 13 hours

— Harare, Zimbabwe: 13 hours

— Johannesburg, South Africa: 13 hours
— Buenos Aires, Argentina: 12 hours

— Ciudad del Este, Paraguay: 12 hours
— Cape Town, South Africa: 12 hours

— Montevideo, Uruguay: 12 hours

— Canberra, Australia: 12 hours

— Puerto Montt, Chile: 12 hours

— Christchurch, New Zealand: 12 hours
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Mother
Hubbards

Famous Fish & Chips

Since 1972

604 BRADFORD ROAD,
BATLEY WF17 8HA T:01924 471555

BAADFORD | LEEDS | BATLEY | HALIFAK | WAKEFELD

- * CATERIMNG
' e “Packaging for food"” |
* GLasses Now IN Stock
01924 456 786. sales{@aicdp.com www.alcdp.com  Povincs Wors Heey S Basey
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vhammad ibn Musa al-
Khwarizmi was a Persian mathematician,
astronomer, astrologer geographer and a

scholar in Baghdad.

He was born in 780. Al-Khwarizmi was
one of the learned men who worked in the
House of Wisdom under the leadership
of Al-Mamun, the son of King Harun al-
Rashid.

The word algorithm is derived from
his name, al-Khwarizmi. The best
mathematician of his age, thanks to his
book, al-Kitab al-mukhtasar fi Hisab al-
jabr w’al-muqabala, “The Compendious
Book on Calculation by Completion
and Balancing™, which later evolved into
algebra, was the first written text on the
subject.

Al-Khwarizmi introduced Algebra in
order to solve real life problems that were
part of everyday life in the Islamic empire
at that time.

He examined how the laws of arithmetic
extend to arithmetic for his algebraic
objects. For example he shows how to
multiply out expressions such as (a + b x)
(c+dx).

However, Algebra was a practical system
for solving all kinds of problems “in cases
of inheritance, contracts, surveying, tax
collection, legacies, partition, lawsuits,
and trade, and in all their dealings with
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one another, or where the measuring of

lands, the digging of canals, geometrical
computations, and other objects of various
sorts and kinds are concerned.” Al-jabr
was about removing the negative terms
from an equation, while al-muqabala meant
“balancing” the values of an equation
across an equals sign.

He also wrote an important work
on astronomy, covering calendars,
calculating true positions of the sun, moon
and planets, tables of sines and tangents,
spherical astronomy, astrological tables,
parallax and eclipse calculations, and
visibility of the moon. He also performed

detailed calculations of the positions of

the Sun, Moon, and planets, and did a
number of eclipse calculations. In addition
to an important treatise on Astronomy, Al-
Khwarizmi wrote a book on astronomical
tables, which were also translated into
European languages and, later, into
Chinese.

In geography, he wrote the book called
Kitab Surat al- ard (book of the form of the
carth). His works differed from Ptolemy’s
and he corrected Ptolemy’s views in detail.

It is a description of a world (known
world at that time) map and contains a
list of the coordinates of the important
places on it. He corrected the distortion
that Ptolemy’s map had with regard to the
length of the Mediterranean. It was much
more accurate.

In 140 Robert of Chester (who read

mathematics in Spain) translated the
Arabic title into Latin as Liber algebrae et
almucabala, then ultimately gave its name
to the discipline of algebra.

When his work became known in
Europe through Latin translations, his
influence made an indelible mark on the
development of science in the West: his
algebra book introduced that discipline
to Europe “unknown tll then” and
became the standard mathematical text
at European universities until the 16th
century.

He is one of the Muslim scholars
who laid the foundations for FEurope’s
Renaissance and the Scientific Revolution.
He also wrote on mechanical devices like
the clock, astrolabe, and sundial. His
other contributions include tables of
trigonometric functions, refinements in
the geometric representation of conic
sections, and aspects of the calculus of two
€rrors.

Unquestionably, Al-Khwarizmi was very
influential with his methods on arithmetic
and algebra which were translated into
much of southern FEurope. However,
the Arabic numerals introduced by Al-
Khwarizmi, like much of new mathematics,
were notwelcomed wholeheartedly. Infact,
in 1299 there was a law in the commercial
center of Florence (Italy) forbidding
the use of such numerals. Initially, only
universities dared use them, but later
they became popular with merchants, and
eventually became commonly used.



The content of this page is for general information.
Please consult your doctor for further advice and/or a diagnosis.

Health’Page

A Guide To Healthy Fasting

I he month of Ramadhan is a great

opportunity to focus on bringing back a
balanced and healthy lifestyle in your life.

The Blessed Prophet (SAW)  said:
“Take advantage of the good health be-
fore illness afflicts you™. Through fasting
you begin to learn how to manage your
eating habits, how to improve self-control
and discipline.

The fasts of Ramadhan can improve a
person’s health, but if the correct diet is
not followed, it can possibly worsen it!

Potential Health problems and possible

remedies.

Heartburn
. Eating in moderation
. Chewing food properly
. Avoid oily, deep-fried or very

spicy food

. Reducingyour caffeine intake
& stop smoking

. Peppermint oil can help
reduce belching and colic

. Sleepingwithyour head raised
on a few pillows

. If prescribed antacid medica
tion continue taking them at
Sehri

. Long-term weightloss

Foods to avoid X

* Deep-fried foods

* High sugar/fat foods, eg Ghulab
Jaman,

* High Fat cooked foods, eg parathas,
greasy pastries

Cookingmethodstoavoid X

. Eating in moderation

Healthy/alternative foods v

* Whole grains, eg chickpeas (plain or
potato in yoghurt with different spices),

baked samosas and boiled dumplings

* Milk-based sweets and puddings, eg
Rasmalai

* Try chapattis made without oil.
Bake or grill meat or chicken.

Try single layer pastries
Alternative cooking methods vV

* Shallow frying
* Grilling or baking

Headache

Headaches during a fast could common-
ly be due to dehydration or hunger, inad-
equate rest, or the absence of addictive
substances such as caffeine or nicotine.

. Avoid missing Sehri

. Consume adequate fluids.
Adults should aim for 2 Litres
of water per day

. Short term dose of paraceta
mol if headache does notsettle
atSehri/Iftari

Dehydration

Main risk of this is during long summer
fasts, the elderly, and people on medica-
tion such as water tablets (diuretics).

. Drink enough fluids before a

fast.
What are the symptoms?
Feeling unwell, lethargy, muscle

cramps, dizziness, collapse, or fainting.

If unable to stand up due to dizziness,
then urgently have water, ideally with
sugar and salt, or Lucozade

Constipation

. Drink plenty of fluids

. Have lots of fruit and vegetables
in your diet (Eg prunes or figs)

. High fibre diet such as bran

. Stay active E.g., Brisk walking
after Iftari

. If problems persist speak to your
pharmacist and try a short course
of laxative such as Fybogel

Frequently Asked Questions
Should a person with diabetes fast?

. Diabetics with good control
cither by diet or using tablets, may fast

. Do speak to your GP or practice

nurse to see if a change is required to any
Diabetes medication you may be taking.

. Advice is not to fast if on insulin
or have uncontrolled blood sugars

. Anill person may fast later when
they are healthy; if this 1s not possible,
they must feed the poor (known as fi-
dyah).

However, for precise rulings, it is
advised to speak to your local Imam/
scholar.

Is fasting harmful when a woman is
expecting a baby? Is it compulsory to
fastwhile pregnant?

* It is not compulsory to fast while
pregnant, however, women will either
need to make up those fasts later or per-
form fidyah.

* If a pregnant woman feels healthy
enough to fast, especially during the early
part of the pregnancy, she may do so.

However, for precise rulings, it is
advised to speak to your local Imam/
scholar.

From what age can children fast safe-
Iy?

It is a good idea to make young chil-
dren aware of the practice of fasting in
the community around them, and to give
thema “taste’ of fasting, eg for a few hours
ata time.

However, many children have seen their
parents join fast. Thereore, they feel the
warmth and resplendence of Ramadan,
and many fast for anything between a few
hours to actually completing a number of
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Paigaam Travel: Alhambra
Palace in Spain

N o trip to Granada is complete

without a visit to the Alhambra Palace. It
is the most visited monument in Spain,
with over 8,500 daily visitors. Built in
the 8th century, it was the last remaining
royal structure of Islamic civilisation in
Western Europe, with the Nasrid Muslims

as its final occupants. Its name, derived
from the redness of the walls, is written
along the museum entrance in Arabic.
It was designated as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 1984.

For almost 250 years, between 1238 and
1492, Granada, then part of the Nasrid
Kingdom, stood as the last remaining
Muslim stronghold in the peninsula.
Under the Nasrids, it became a hub for
economic prosperity, cultural influence
and intellectual development.

The complex is massive, and one can
easily get lost. A city in itself, the famous
gardens of the compound, consisting of
flowers, a beautiful maze of carved shrubs,
and fountains. Tickets sell out, so book
ahead; you’ll have to choose a time to enter

The palaces are breathtaking, unlike
anything you will ever see before. The
extreme attention to detail, the symmetry,
the beautiful Quranic verses and perfect
segue of outdoor courtyards and indoor
chambers.

Over the centuries, the Nasrid Palaces
have maintained their distinct ‘Islamic’

identity. Despite the Catholic destruction

of many parts of the Alhambra, French Comunidad Musulmana amongst others.

shelling in the 1800s, and  total
abandonment in the 18th and 19th
centuries, the Nasrid Palaces remain very
much intact. They are comprised of three
separate buildings, called Mexuar, the
Palaces of Comares, and the Palace of the
Lions.

Making your to the oldest part of the
Alhambra, Athe lcazaba, which is the
original fortress that was built before the
addition of palaces and gardens, is sureal.
The Nasrids used the fortress as a military
base of the Royal Guard. There are several
towers to climb, with each subsequent
tower taller than the previous. From here,
you get to see what the sultans themselves
would have seen, the city of Granada in all
its glory watched over by the majestic snow
capped Sierra Nevada.

The city’s old Arab quarter, the Albayzin
district, is the place to be for some Halal
dining, shopping, and Moroccan tea
experiences.

One will also come across a number of
Masjid’s in Granada, the Mezquita Sheikh
Zayed (At-Taqwa), located on a side street
in Albayzin. Then there is the Mezquita
Mayor De Granada and the Granada

19
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IMws Muslim Burial Services [

AlHikmah Cmine

The IMWS Muslim Burial Services are continuing as normal. Qur services are open to everyone, free of]
charge, regardless of whether they are members or not.

We are fully supported by our local area Masjids and our senior Ulema. We appreciate the supportof our
community and will strive to improve our services to meet the needs of our community.

Burial Contact Numbers

Ebrahim Chopdat

07980381197

During office hours burial van keys can be collected
from the main office. Qut of hours can be collected from

Ebrahim Chopdat.

Kirklees Council Burial fee is £2502.00

Yusuf Patel (Paliya)
07590019315

Munir Daji
07739142988

Sadgat-ul-fitr is obligatory on each adult male
and female. If a person has children, the same
amount must to be paid on behalf of each child.

IMWS Charity fund guarantees all monies
received before the 18th of April 2023 will be
distributed to poor Muslim families in
Somalia and Yemen on Eid Day.

PLEASE PAY minimum £2.67 PER PERSON
BEFORE 18th April 2023 AT THEALHIKMAH
CENTRE OR ANY OF THE LOCAL MASIIIDS,

DON'T DELAY - PAY TODAY.

Forgmore, delails, please, contact;the, MW sy

affice, on;,01924)500555) oy call WhatsAny)
Munir,Dajiyon, 07739142988,

20 Paigaam April 2023

Donations towards the running costs of the funeral van
would be mostappreciated.
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Kim Leadbeater MP column

It’s been another busy month working on
awide range of issues like the cost of living
crisis, dangerous driving and the state of
the NHS. I was also very happy to launch
the “Great Batley and Spen Spring Clean®
with a litter-pick in Heckmondwike.

Many people write to me about congested
roads, which is one reason I opposed plans
for a massive Amazon warehouse near the
Chain Bar roundabout in Cleckheaton.
I’'m pleased the proposal was rejected by
the Council’s planning committee.

I was dismayed by the government’s
Budget with huge tax breaks to the richest
1% but nothing to fix the crisis in our
public services.

Once again the Conservatives showed
how out of touch they are and how their
priorities are so wrong for places like
Batley and Spen.

I did welcome the extra money for public
swimming pools but, like much of the
Budget, it lacked detail and it remains to
be seen if this will be enough to save Batley
Baths.

I opposed the Tories’ latest unworkable
and unjust Migration Bill which would
detain and deport anybody who crosses the
channel illegally.

It is the people smugglers we must be
going after, not criminalising the victims
of modern-day slavery and those genuine
refugees who are left with no other option
than to risk their lives in this way.

I was deeply moved by my recent visit
to the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Since then I've had a number of meetings
on the subject.

The Palestinian Ambassador, Dr Husam
Zomlot, stressed the importance of an
incoming Labour government recognising
the State of Palestine and I agree that this
must be a priority for my party.

I also had a fascinating meeting with

a group of Israeli diplomats who have
resigned their posts and taken a principled
position against the occupation and in
support of human rights and equality.

Former Ambassador Ilan Baruch argued
powerfully that the UK must stop giving
Israel impunity for its illegal actions under
international law and must once again
become a player for peace.

In the House of Commons the following
day I put that point directly to the Foreign
Secretary.

I met a visiting delegation of Muslim and
Christian Palestinian faith leaders from Al-
Aqgsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock.
Religious freedom is a fundamental right
and I have written to the government to
express my dismay that this right is being
flagrantly undermined in Jerusalem.

It was a privilege for me to meet Indian
opposition leader Rahul Gandhi while he
was in London and to hear his hopes and
fears for his country.

He described his recent Yatra in which
he covered over two thousand miles on
foot across India while pledging to bring
people together and to defend democracy,
an approach to politics I fully support.

I continue to press the government to
support the campaign of the Dawood
family for justice.

I joined Conservative MP Jonathan
Djanogly in writing to the Prime Minister
asking him to meet with the family and
support their efforts to have the remains
of their relatives repatriated as soon as
possible.

I strongly support female empowerment.
Women and girls bear the brunt of every
global crisis and I was proud to support
the “Women Won’t Wait’ campaign in
Parliament.

And back in Batley I enjoyed joining
women breaking down barriers at a ladies-

only amateur powerlifting competition.
If you would like more details of

my visit please contact me on kim@
kimgbatleyandspen.com

Bestwishes,

Kim

S
=i i
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MP mmplores Government to
recognise Palestine

A British/Palestinian MP has urged the
British government to officially recognise
Palestine as a country.

Oxford West and Abingdon MP, Layla
Moran believes that by recognising
Palestine as a sovereign nation, it would
give Palestinians “the ability to help
themselves™, as other countries may follow
the UK’s example, and suggested it may

eventually allow Palestine to become a full
UN member state.

The Liberal Democrats’ foreign affairs
spokesperson Layla Moran has called
for the UK government to immediately
recognise a Palestinian state, insisting
Israeli settlement growth “acts like a
woodworm” destroying “the foundations
of any peace process”.

Wearing a Palestinian keffiyeh in the
House of Commons the MP spoke out
as she brought her Palestine statehood
private members bill to the House of
Commons, in order to “ask the British
government to recognise the state without
any preconditions. It asks the British
Government to recognise the state of
Palestine, but it does so without any pre-
conditions.”

IHRC advises caution when

buying dates

The Islamic  Human Rights

Commission has advised Muslims who
are fasting to exercise caution when
purchasing  dates with  misleading
labelling.

The IHRC says that faced with a growing
boycott Israeli manufacturers are using
ever more devious methods to sell their
produce.

These may include using Arabic brand
names, writing “Product of Palestine” on
the label, or even using the Palestinian
flag. Sometimes there is no labelling at all
—which is unlawful.

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan has
switched on the city’s first ever celebratory
Ramadan lights. The
30,000 sustainable lights, the first on this
in Europe, will illuminate Piccadilly Circus
during Ramadan.

The initiative was driven by non-profit
organisation Ramadan Lights UK. Its
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installation of

The UK is Israel’s second largest market
for dates with many boxes having little or
no label at all.

The THRC says consumers need to
check the label for the origin of goods
as the manufacturer/importer’s contact
details must be on the label. If in doubt,
consumers should contact the importer
for clarification regarding the origin of the
dates.

If the packaging does not clearly show the
origin of the goods or the manufacturer/
importer details are not shown on the
packaging, then this should be reported
to local trading standards who have an
obligation to investigate and if nced be,
remove the goods off the shelf.

founder, Aisha Desai, said: “As a child, a
trip into central London to see the festive
lights was an annual treat.My sister and I
would lie in the back of the car looking at
the lights through the sunroof.

“It was magical. As a proud Muslim, I
wanted to bring some of that magic to my
community.”




Yoter ID - whatyou need to do for
the May 2023 elections

I n May 2023 individuals who wish to
vote in person, including those acting as a
proxy on behalf of another individual, will
be required to produce an accepted form
of photographic ID to prove their identity
before they will be issued with a ballot

paper.

This is a national change implemented
by the Government as part of the Elections
Act 2022 which councils are required to
follow when running elections.

This change will apply for the local
elections taking place in the district on 4
May 2023.

To vote in person, voters must be on the
electoral register and bring a suitable form
of photographic ID to their polling station.
The most commonly used IDs include:

. Passport issued by the UK, any
of the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, a
British Overseas Territory, an EEA state

or a Commonwealth country

. Photographic  driver’s licence
issued by the UK, Channel Islands, the
Isle of Man, or an EEA state (including
provisional)

J European Economic Area (EEA)
photographic ID Card

. UK Biometric Residence Permit

. An identity card bearing the
Proof of Age Standards Scheme hologram
(PASS card)

. A Blue Badge

. A concessionary travel pass
funded by HM Government or local
authority

For more information on which forms
of photo ID will be accepted, visit
electoralcommission.org.uk/voterID  or
call their helpline on 0800 328 0280.

Voters who do not produce valid
identification or a Voter Authority
Certificate (more information below),
will not be allowed to vote.Only original
documents will be accepted; scanned

images or copies will not be accepted.
Out of date photo ID

You can still use your photo ID if it’s out
of date, as long as it looks like you.

The name on your ID should be the same
name you used to register to vote.

How to apply for ID if you do not have
one of the accepted forms of ID

If you do not have one of the accepted
forms of photo ID, you can apply for a
Voter Authority Certificate, which can be
obtained free of charge from the Council.
Anyone applying must already be on the
electoral register.

The Voter Authority Certificate is a
document containing an elector’s name
and photograph that can be used as ID
to vote in an election. Voter Authority
Certificates do not have an expiration
date and can be used in future elections so
worth keeping hold of if you apply for one.

Man who planned to burn
Quranis banned from UK

A right wing radical who planned to burn
a copy of the Holy Quran in Wakefield will
“not be allowed access” into the UK, the
security minister has confirmed.

Danish-Swede Rasmus Paludan, the
leader of the Stram Kurs party founded
in 2017, has been added to the “warnings
index” and will be barred from entering
the country.

Mr Paludan has held several protests
in which the Quran was burned, some
of which have led to violent counter-
protests.In a Twitter video on, he said that

he planned to burn a copy in a public
square in the Wakefield, to coincide with
Ramadan.

Speaking in the Commons during Home
Office questions, Labour MP Simon
Lightwood (Wakefield) raised concerns
over the potential visit and protest.

He said: “Far-right Islamophic Danish
politician Rasmus Paludan said he is going
to travel from Denmark to Wakefield for
the sole purpose of burning a Quran in a
public place.Mr Paludan was previously
jailed in Denmark for his hateful and racist

statements. He is a dangerous man that
should not be allowed into this country.

“Can the Home Secretary assure me and
my community that the Government is
taking action to prevent this?”

Mr Tugendhat replied stating that
Paludan had indeed been banned and will
not be allowed to enter the UK: “May |
inform the House that Mr Paludan has
been added to the warnings index and
therefore his travel to the United Kingdom
would not be conducive with the public
good and he will not be allowed access.”
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Monday’s 1-3 pm

Booking
Essentiol

01924 500555
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« Indoor Football
= Weddings -
- Conferences & exhibitions '
* Courses & workshops
« Community activities
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p 3.6 BILLION <«

CLOTHES LEFT UNWORN IN THE UK

DONATE

YOUR OLD CLOTHES
AND GIVE THEM NEW LIVES

islamic-relief.org.uk/clothes f Y & B IRClothes




