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Council policy
“discriminatory”
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The Head of Kirklees Taxi and Hackney
Carriage  Association  has labelled
a Kirklees Council safety policy as
‘institutionally and blatantly racist.’

Akooji Badat, who is also Chairman of
Snowdon Street Masjid said the council’s
suitability and convictions policy is
centered around standards produced
by the Department for Transport which
describes taxis and private hire vehicles as
a “high-risk environment.”

The guidance states: “In terms of risks to
passengers, this can be seen in abuse and

exploitation of children and vulnerable
adults facilitated and, in some cases,
perpetrated by the trade and the number
of sexual crimes which involve taxi and
private hire drivers.”

However, Mr Badat insists taxi drivers in
the area, the majority of whom are Asian,
have been unfairly perceived as potential
perpetrators of child sexual exploitation,
and compared to grooming gangs in
Rotherham and Rochdale..

He told Paigaam: “The are tarnishing
us with the same brush as that of the

Rotherham and

Rochdale grooming
gangs because we are taxi drivers. All we
are trying to do is make a living.”

“If we adhere to the policy, it would
mean taxi drivers can have their licences
revoked for 6 months, if they accumulate
more than six penalty points in a year.

“The policy is not only institutionally
racist, it is blatantly racist, why should
these rules apply to us?

“We provide a wholesale service; we
should be exempt.”



Akooji Badat: We do not
intend to partake in consultations

However, Kirklees Council says it is not
changing its fitness and suitability policy,
which was adopted in 2019 and already
meets the minimum standards set out by
the Department for Transport (DIT).

Kirklees Council says the overriding aim
of the licensing services is “the safety of
the travelling public”.

It says a licence holder must be “a fit and
proper person” and that a judgement is
made following a detailed examination of
their entire character to determine their
fitness and suitability.

If an applicant cannot satisfy the
authority that they are a fit and proper
person, then legislation dictates a licence
must not be granted.

The guidance states: “In terms of risks to
passengers, this can be seen in abuse and
exploitation of children and vulnerable
adults facilitated and, in some cases,
perpetrated by the trade and the number
of sexual crimes which involve taxi and
private hire drivers.”

However, Mr Badat also lambasted
the Institute of Licensing (IOL) for
providing ‘stereotypical’ guidance for
local authorities to follow, whilst also

questioning why bus drivers or people
working within the emergency services are
not governed by the same policy.

The Institute of Licensing assist local
authorities making decisions about the
suitability of applicants and licensees
in connection with taxi and private hire
driver, vehicle and operator licences.

Their guidance states ‘cases such as the
exploitation uncovered in Rotherham and
subsequently other areas, together with
other individual cases have highlighted
the importance of vetting and assessing
potential licence holders and the
potentially catastrophic consequences of
inadequate vetting. A level of consistency
across the country would do much to
ensure safety of passengers including
children and vulnerable adults.’

“We feel we are being stereotyped
especially  when 93 percent of taxi
drivers in the area are Muslim. This does
not extend to Police officers, ambulance
workers or bus drivers, so why are we being
targeted? It’s perfectly obvious why. What
happened in Rochdale and Rotherham has
nothing to do with us,” said Mr Badat.

Although the Council’s policy is
currently under review, Mr Badat insists

he is unwilling to partake in any form of
consultation with the council.

“They have asked us to partake in a
consultation, but we do not intend to
partake in any consultation with them,
when we are being unfairly targeted.”

On the decision to review the policy,
Councillor  Will ~ Simpson, Cabinet
Member for Culture and Greener Kirklees
said: “The current Fitness and Suitability
Policy related to the licensing of private
hire and hackney carriage drivers has been
in place since August 2019.

“It is normal practice for this policy to
be reviewed every three years which was
highlighted at a meeting of the Licensing
and Safety Committee members in July
2022. A further meeting of this committee
in Autumn last year agreed to consult on
arevised policy, given its last review date.

“Results of the consultation will provide
insight into public opinion on the
proposed changes to the policy as well as
giving respondents an opportunity to give
their views on whether any further changes
are required. We encourage people to
take part in the consultation which is live
until 15 February via: https://onliner.
snapsurveys.com/ kirklees-policy.”

Turkey threatens to veto
Sweden’s NATO application

Turkey’s President, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has threatened to veto Sweden’s
application to join NATO.

This is due to the actions of Rasmus
Paludan, leader a far-right leader, who
burnt a copy of the Quran outside the
Turkish embassy in Sweden under the
protection of local police. Days before
Paludan’s imbecilic actions, the Turkish
government summoned the Swedish
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ambassador to demand that the planned
demonstration be banned, stating “It
would be a hate crime and a provocation.”

Erdogan said Sweden’s hopes of joining
Nato could be more or less over: “Those
who allow such blasphemy in front of our
embassy can no longer expect our support
for their Nato membership,” he warned.

Pictures of Paludan were torched by

angry crowds outside Sweden’s embassy
in Istanbul. Tellingly, located outside the
embassy, is a digital sign showcasing the
Ukrainian flag as a symbol of opposition to
Russia’s war.

However, the embassy has now been
temporarily closed and the Swedish
government is now backing down in
relation to their perceived perception of
free speech.



£12 million awarded to Batley
to regenerate the town centre

B atley town centre is to undergo a

major transformation after a successful bid
for a £12 million share of the Government’s

Levelling Up Fund (LUF) was signed off

by Levelling Up Secretary, Michael Gove,
who was won over during a visit to the area
in December 2022.

The Batley Blueprint will be largely
funded by the LUF, with an extra £3
million funding from the council and
West Yorkshire Combined Authority’s
‘Streets for People initiative’, totalling
approximately £15 million for the project.

The news has been well received by
IMWS and members of the community,
who say they are “delighted’ that the town
has been successful in its bid.

IMWS  Chair,  Rafik  Dabhad
congratulated everyone involved, in
relation to securing the funding. However,
he urged the local MP, Kirklees Council
and the LUF to continue to consult with
the local community in relation to any
proposed design plans from gestation all
the way to the implementation stage, thus
ensuring any outcome is for the betterment
of the area and its residents.

He said: “This is excellent news for the
town and all the residents of Batley. Many
people have been involved, and still are,
with the town’s Blueprint.

“Kirklees, the MP Kim Leadbeater, the
Fire Service and Police alongside local
residents and businesses all those who
contributed their thoughts during the
consultation process. Everyone involved
worked hard and put a very strong
submission forward which shows in the
near full amount awarded.

“Working in unity together, ensures
we have all won this funding. Batley

town centre has a vibrant town centre,
showcasing a plethora of multicultural
businesses.

“I am sure everyone who worked very
hard in helping put the bid together and
keeping the communities informed and
included in the process, will be keen to
gauge the views of those who live, work,
and own a business in the area, thus
ensuring their voices are heard and put
in the design plan for an improved Batley
town centre.”

The leader of Kirklees Council, Cllr
Shabir Pandor told Paigaam, the successful
bid will bring a wealth of opportunities for
the entire community. Mr Pandor pledged
to work with local residents and businesses
to bring the plans to fruition.

“The bidding process has shown the
very best of Batley. Our bid has been
a true team cffort and I can’t wait to start
delivering the project. The council’s bid
means major improvements to Batley
town centre, creating a more modern
destination, and a safe and inviting
environment for everyone who lives, works
and visits the area.”

It is envisaged, that the transformation
could stimulate up to £60M of economic
investment into Batley over the next few
years.

“We’ll continue to work with local
businesses and residents as we deliver
these major improvements. We submitted

four Kirklees bids during this round of

bids for Levelling Up funds. We will keep

working to bring investment to all parts of
Kirklees and we have a great selection of

ambitious plans that will help us deliver the
economic growth we all need.”

The plans include making improvements
to Commercial Street with improvements
to public areas along with sustainable

transport routes, opening up the town
centre for improved business and market
opportunities.

“A socialising space would be created,
with the aim of increasing footfall to local
businesses and improve access to Tesco
supermarket and to Commercial Street.
Improved pedestrian and cycle links to the
park and better lighting along local routes
are proposed, connecting several of the
other proposed projects around Batley.”

Paigaam has consistently campaigned for
additional investment to be made available
in the area. In August 2021, Paigaam
called for additional investment for Batley,
after it was announced that the local
authority intended to invest £50 million to
transform Dewsbury town centre, market
and surrounding area as part of a major
regeneration package under the Dewsbury
blueprint project.

However, at the time, people in Batley
called on the council to clarify why the local
authority intended to allocate just £1.5
million to Batley and neighbouring towns
such as Heckmondwike, Cleckheaton and
Holmfirth.
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BBC:‘Modi directly responsible
for 2002 Gujarat massacre’

A BBC documentary titled India: The
Modi Question accused Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of being “directly
responsible for the 2002 massacre of
Muslims in the state of Gujarat™.

Modi was the chief minister of Gujarat
when it was gripped by riots that left
more than 1,000 people dead — including
Batley men - Sakil and Saeed Dawood
whilst their cousin Imran Dawood was also
stabbed and left for dead. However, he
miraculously survived.

Theviolence erupted afteratrain carrying
Hindu pilgrims caught fire, killing 59. It
resultedin the displacement of hundreds of
Muslims and the destruction of hundreds
of mosques, stated the documentary.

Accused of failing to stop the rioting,
Modi denied the accusations and was
exonerated in 2012 following an inquiry
by India’s top court. Another petition
questioning his exoneration was dismissed
lastyear. In addition, the BBC report read:
“so much damage could not have been
inflicted without the climate of impunity
created by the state government.

“There was widespread and systematic
rape of Muslim women with the intent to

T

purge Muslims from Hindu areas. The
systematic campaign of violence has all the
hallmarks of ethnic cleansing.”

To add insult to injury, British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak defended Modi
during Prime Minister’s Questions
(PMQs) in the House of Commons. The
MP for Bradford East, Imran Hussain
asked the PM if he agreed with claims
in the BBC documentary that some UK
Foreign Office diplomats believed that
“Modi was directly responsible” for the
Gujarat massacre.

Sunak said that the UK government’s
position has been “clear and longstanding,
and hasn’t changed”, adding that the UK
doesn’t tolerate persecution where it
appears anywhere.

However, defending Modi, he added:
“I'm not sure I agree at all with the
characterisation that the honourable
gentleman has put forward,” Sunak added.

In addition, India’s foreign ministry
dismissed the BBC documentary on Modi
which questioned his leadership during
the 2002 Gujarat riots as “propaganda”.

Terming the BBC documentary, a
“propaganda piece” meant to push
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a  “discredited narrative”,  foreign
ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said a “bias”, “lack of objectivity”,
and “continuing colonial mindset” is
“blatantly visible” in it.

The Dawood family say they have had to
not only endured the tragedy for over 20
years, their grief is compounded by the
lack of any serious or thorough Indian
police investigation.

The family have had to visit the crime
scene themselves, find vital clues and
collate forensic evidence including the
charred remains of bodies and no one has
been convicted for the murders.

However, the family insist their faith in
the Almighty and the act that he is indeed
the best of planners, gives them a great
deal of solace.

Family spokesman Yusuf Dawood said:
“Modi’s crimes will never be forgotten no
matter how many spin doctors are paid to
try and whitewash the blood on his hands.

“The Almighty (swt) is the greatest of
planners and we must all do our part to
tackle these crimes against humanity and
banish the hypocrites.”
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IMWS hand out gift
packs to A&LE patients

I he Indian Muslim Welfare Society

have been lifting the spirits of patients
waiting in the accident and emergency
ward at Dewsbury and district Hospital by
providing hundreds of refreshment packs.

IMWS Centre Manager, Nadeem Raja
and Charity Worker, Munir Daji handed
out a total of 400 gift packs containing
snacks, water and soft drinks to patients
who were waiting in A&E during the
holiday season.

Highlighting how important the small
gesture was be to patients, Mr Raja
explained the rationale behind gifting the
bags. He said: “Going to accident and
emergency at Dewsbury and Pinderfields
Hospitals can be a really difficult for many
people, but for our young and elderly
patients it can be particularly challenging.

“Many patientswill have beenundergoing
treatment, with some possibly spending
time in hospital, with many others fecling
unwell and unable to enjoy time with their
family.
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“It can be quite a lonely and anxious
time for our vulnerable people, so to be
able to show people, from a plethora of
backgrounds, thatwe are thinking of them,
by giving them a gift, is really important.

“It might only be a small gesture, but
it has a big impact and I am extremely
grateful to the Mid Yorkshire Hospitals
NHS Trust and their charitable arm, the
Mid Yorkshire Hospitals Charity and
everyone who supports its work, for
allowing us to help and to put a smile on
many young people’s faces, as they were
waiting to be seen in the accident and
emergency departments in Dewsbury and
in Wakefield during the festive season.”

IMWS Charity worker, Munir Daji paid
tribute to hard working staff who displayed
a great deal of fortitude and empathy.

“To help bring a litde cheer during
the holiday season, we were more than
happy to provide a small gift to all those
spending who had to go to the accident
and emergency departments in Dewsbury
or Wakefield.

7333

Whilst we know nothing would have
made this time easier, we still wanted to try
to make this time alittle brighter and that’s
why giving a small gift to those in hospital
was so special.

“The staff endeavoured to get as many
patients as possible home, but because it
was so busy, with many patients feeling
unwell and unable to socialise with family
and friends, IMWS extended its gift giving
tradition to ensure that their stay in A&E
was made that little bit easier.”

The Mid Yorkshire Hospitals Charity,
the Charitable arm of the Mid Yorkshire
Hospitals NHS Trust tweeted a message of
thanks to IMWS.

@MY_NHSCharity tweeted: “Food
Bag Donation! A huge thanks to the
IMWS (Al Hikmah Centre) Batley who
very kindly donated 400 food bags for
patients waiting in Accident & Emergency
at both Dewsbury & District Hospital and
Pinderfields Hospital. Thank you so much
for your continued support. #NHS”




New Police suggestion
drop box installed at IMWS

embers of the public have been
urged to make any anonymous suggestions
and provide local intelligence for the

Police at the Al-Hikmah Centre.

The Indian Muslim Welfare Society has
teamed up with West Yorkshire Police
in order to facilitate the installation of a
safe and secure Police drop box, located
adjacent to the front door entrance.

It is envisaged, locals will be able to
anonymously report intelligence across a
plethora of activities such as drug related
information on dealers, criminals, traffic,
vehicles and more.

The roll out of the drop box is part
of a concerted effort by the District

Commander for Kirklees Police, Chief

Superintendent Jim Griffiths, to tackle and
reduce ASB and crime in the area.

After consultations with the IMWS
Executive team along with the local
community and partner organisations,
Mr Griffiths believes it will be easier for
members of the community to report local
information/intelligence.

He said: “The drop box is just one
measure needed to reduce ASB, vehicle
offences and crime alongside much earlier
intervention including support for people
in difficult circumstances, and tackling
issues centred around a range of issues
that blight our community.

“It is a safe way to report any local
information and intelligence. These boxes
prove most effective when the community
wants them and the message, we got from
IMWS and partner organisations is that it
is needed.

“Crime can ruin the lives of individuals,
families and entire communities. If you

have a concern, or know somebody who
does, I strongly recommend you use the
drop box.”

However, the Police have advised the
public not to use the drop box to report
crimes themselves - these need reporting
in the normal manner by contacting
the police directly. The box is for local
intelligence.

IMWS General Manager, Nadeem Raja
welcomed the move and said the Society is
keen on working with the police in order
to help ensure the borough is regarded
as onc of the safest within the Muslim
community and within the country.

He said: “IMWS has an important role
to play in relation to helping the Police
in prevent crime. IMWS is committed to

showcase how working with the likes of

Chief Superintendent Jim Griffiths and his
senior leadership team to officers on the
beat to ensure the area is safe, and is also
seen as a model of tolerant inclusiveness
nationwide.

“By working closely with the Police,
we aim to showcase how the Muslim
Community are law abiding citizens, who
are happy to help the Police locate and
deal with any criminal activity, whilst also
working with the force to emphasise with
the community in relation to sensitive
issues, whilst also helping them root out
any so called bad apples, who tarnish the
good work of the force.

“IMWS along with our members and
affiliated Masjids are committed to keeping
the area safe whilst preventing any harm
which is caused by crime to our fellow
citizens, regardless of their background.
We are committed to working with the
police to tackle and prevent crime in our
local area and across the borough.”

Members of the public have also been
urged to report crime via dialling 999 for

emergencies, 101 for non-emergencies, on
webchat, by e-mail, in person at a Police
Station or to an officer out on patrol.

Mr Raja also elaborated on plans by West
Yorkshire Police to hold a recruitment
day event at the Al-Hikmah Centre, on
the 16th of February, during the school
half-term holidays in February: “West
Yorkshire Police are going to hold a
recruitment event at the Al-Hikmah
Centre. Please look out on all our official
channels for more information and official
announcements.”

In a previous interview with Paigaam,
Chief  Superintendent  Jim  Griffiths
explained how working with IMWS is an
opportunity he perceives as one too good
1o pass up on.

Speaking at the time, he said: “I think
what we need to do is work closer with
IMWS to make sure that people know
what we are doing and we can tell trusted
individuals in the community what we are
doing so that message can get out more.

“I can really see the opportunities that
are in IMWS and how as policing we can
work with them. For example, when we
are trying to recruit more people from
the Asian community, have we ever had a
recruitment event at IMWS? We haven’t
but why not? I would be up for it?”
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Opening pathways to reading

I n a knowledge-based, global
economy, knowing how to read well
is more important than ever, and yet a
large majority of children - in the vicinity
are leaving junior and high schools with
distressingly weak reading skills.

However, a  swashbuckling  duo,
consisting  of a Head Teacher and
teaching assistant at Field Lane Junior,
Infantand Nursery school have researched
and developed a ground-breaking
system on how reading, coupled with the
understanding of language skills, can set a
foundation for reading proficiency within
young children.

Principal, Hilary Towers-Islam along
with Teaching Assistant, Amna Qureshi,
conducted research by highlighting the
power of dialogic questioning, phonics,
reading and engaging conversation
between adults and children, thus
closing a “participation gap” and opening
pathways to reading for Pakistani children
in particular.

Pointing to the benefits of parents
engaging in positive interaction with their
children, Amna explains the rationale
behind the inception of the ‘research
group’ and sheds light on the fascinating
and elusive manner in which she has had
such a positive effect on parents and
children alike.

Amna told Paigaam: “When Hilary
mentioned that the Pakistani boys in
particular, were not doing well, not just in
our school, but nationally, I decided that I
was going to do something about it

With an emphasis on joint engagement,
Amna gave particular weight to examples
of reading in the hope of sparking shared
moments of engagement between parents
and their children. Within weeks, the
‘Research Group® was formed and the
rest, as they say, is history: “I thought, I've
got parents here who are willing to come
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in, on a weekly basis, to learn phonics
for their children. They are dedicated
and do not waste time scrolling through
social media channels all day. [ realised
that if we invest in these parents, they will
support their children in key stage one but
also the other children that are going to
come to us in the future.

“A prime example is one of the parents
who had a child in year two, was also
supporting her child in nursery, who has
now started our reception this year and is
fully aware of the phonics and sounds, so
that was a huge investment and we’ve seen
the outcome already. We completed level
one successfully in July, where we also
had a graduation, where we were giving
certificates out. In September, we started
level two with those parents. It’s had a very
positive impact in a number of areas.”

Amna believes that by taking on
the responsibility to assess how the
parents were trying to help, not stymie,
their children’s language and literacy
development, the results have been
nothing short of sensational: “The self-
esteem and confidence of children has
increased and alot of teachers have seen a
positive outcome in other lessons, as they
saw first-hand how well the children were
doing.”

Hilary explains that by simply engaging
parents and children in activities that
encourage the development of language
and literacy skills, an impressive amount of
work was being put to work in the service
of children’s literacy: “Our progress
measures were off the chart for our lower
attainers. That’s because our parents
were partners with us. Certainly, with the
phonics it has had a very positive impact.
We also saw many children achieve SATS
results that were above expectations.”

Hilary proudly explains how parents with
very basic literacy skills that would not
be useful for children, have themselves
excelled and  gained  meaningful
employment: “We employed one of the

women from the original group. She’s now
a teaching assistant for us. We’ve had 5
parents from the research group that have
gone on and found themselves a job.”

When sustained over time, reading
regularly has been found to have a
significant impact on literacy skills.

Amna said: “IC’s extremely important
for parents to read with their children.
Like we all say, the first educators of the
child, are the mothers. We like to say it’s
the mother’s lap. However, It’s important
that both parents take the time out. We
encourage them to make use of anyone
that’s at home, grandparents and great
grandparents, as long as they read, even if
itis just for ro minutes.

Hilary concluded: “It sets the culture of
learning together, even reading a book
together, being able to share a book
confidently with your child, that’s the
first stepping stone because if they love
that experience, then they begin to love
reading. Once reading is open to them,
that’s the world open to you. You've got
your non-fiction books to learn about facts
and talk about trucks and trains.

“With fiction, you get all the emotional
side of things because these characters
are acting out this scenario and feeling
all these emotions. You don’t have to
feel them yourself, but you can start to
understand how people act and react. So
sitting on the lap, sharing abook, even if it
has got no words, is so powerful.”
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Aletter written by a woman who was once “illiterate™
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Local/pest controller

The Vermin8or can take control of any pest problems you may
have. No matter how small or large, we’ll solve it fast, efficiently and

professionally.

Give Mr Abdullah a call on 77/ E7271EEE7 to discuss your pest

problem andwe can make a free appointment to visit you or your
business at a time that suits you.

If Pigeons are causing you problems in your factories ete, please call or
a free minute consultation/advice which usualy costs £25.

Competition

Paigaam has teamed up with Huddersfield Town to
offer'a family ticket for'4 people'toiwatchiTown/s match
against Birmingham at'theJohn/|Smith's Stadiumon the
18th of february at 3:00.

Answer the following question: Who isi the current
Captain of Huddersfield Town?

Please send the answer by e-mail toinfo@imws.org.uk
with the subject title: Huddersfield"'Town competition
by .the 13th of february. The winner will be informed
via mobile or e-mail' and will pick the'tickets up on
match day, at the stadium. Please include your mobile
number in the e-mail, upon entering the competition.
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Household support fund

Funded by UK Government, Household
Support Fund is being managed by IMWS
and is for those most in need of support
to help with the significantly rising living
costs. The HSF will run until the end of
March 2023 or until fully allocated.

Individuals can apply for support of
gas/electric voucher top-ups, and other
essential items such as a blanket or
feminine hygiene pack and household
appliances in exceptional cases of genuine
emergency.

Who can apply?

1. 16 years old or over; and

2. live in Batley and surrounding areas

3. In receipt of specific means tested
benefits or have a household income below
the low income threshold (£16,105) and
have limited savings

Support will be targeted, although not
restricted to the following groups:Single
parent families: in receipt of free school

~ families

e can provide:

Electric and Gas top ups|

Blankets

Sanitary packs

Warm space
(Tuesdays 9am-5pm)

"Must ba 16yrs and rr-,l'l'rlr;. in the Batley and swrroanding areas,

with limited savings

Al Hikmah Centre, Batley, WFLT TAA

Far mare datalls contact] infa@imwe.arg.uk 01924 5005335
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is available for eligible

meals or benefits, or on a low income or
unemployed.

Widowed/separated: living on own,
receiving benefits or on a low income or
unemployed.

Pensioners: living alone or with partner
receiving pension credit.

Carers: on low income or unemployed,
receiving benefits

Those withaserious health conditione.g,
cancer or need to use medical equipment
athome.

Families who are  experiencing
exceptional circumstances: e.g lost job,
benefit delays, sudden illness/death/
accident.

Warm welcome space

With the rise in energy bills and cost of
living crisis, the Al-Hikmah Centre is now

aregistered warm space.

Every Tuesday between gam- 4.30pm
people from the community will be able
to use the space for free, have some light
refreshments and access free Wi-Fi.

If you require more information please
contact the Centre on 01924 500555 Or
info@imws.org.uk. If you would like to
apply for the HSF scheme please type the
link below into a browser: hup://bit.
ly/3Z.91s61.

Otherwise, please e-mail us for the link
to be sent across to you.

ADDRESS:

WARM
WELCOME

OPENING HOURS:

ke Fbit Ly 3T Bl

28 Track Road, Batley

Tuesdays 9am-4.30pm

To apply please
complete our
online form or

visit the Centre

ONE COmmunity




Obituary: Haji Ismail Hafiz

Muhammad Daj

I Iaji Ismail Daji passed away in

hospital after a brief illness surrounded by
his children, grandchildren and extended
family members early morning on Saturday
14th January 2023 corresponding to 21st
Jumada Al-Ukhra 1444 A.H. He was 83
years old.

Through the grace of the Almighty, the
janazah and burial of Haji Ismail took place
on the same day later that afternoon and he
was laid to rest at the Batley Cemetery.
The janazah Salah of Haji Ismail was led by
respected Moulana Abdur Rauf Sufi Sahib
(DB) - the Imam of Jame Masjid, Henry St,
Batley.

The recital of the initial and final verses
of Al-Baqarah at the graveside was
conducted by his grandson Hafiz Ammar
Daji. Thereafter, the concluding duaa at

the graveside was conducted by Moulana
Abdur Rauf Sufi Sahib (DB).

Those who knew Ismail bhai know he had
a gentle personality. He was softly spoken
and friendly. At the same time his natural

demeanour was to be quiet. He didn’t like
attention or to appear important.

This gentde and quiet personality
permeated in all his dealings with family,
friends, neighbours and colleagues. Haji
Ismail was a respected member of the
community. He served the Indian Muslim
Welfare Society as a Vice President and
General Secretary and he was a member
of executive committee for many years.
Distinguished and fiercely loyal, he never
missed an IMWS AGM. Hence we was
given a lifetime achievement award for
over 30 years of service.

He was also an active member of ICWA,
and served for a number of years in the
executive committee. He was a founding
member of the Alipore Muslim Association
UK, which he had the honour of serving
as an executive member, Chairman and
Secretary. He also served in the executive
committee of the Kirklees Race Equality
Council for many years.

IMWS Chairman, Rafik Dabhad praised
Haji Ismail for his commitment to IMWS.
He said: “He was one of the kindest

people you could ever meet, caring and
working with integrity whilst serving the
community. His legacy of hard work,
dedication and making a difference will
continue to live on.”

Chair of the Gujarati Writer’s Forum,
Ahmed Lunat Gul, said Haji Ismail was
a very well-mannered and courteous
individual. He said: “He would approach
everyone, young and old, in a very
respectful, friendly and polite manner.

“Haji Ismail was a founding member of
the Gujarati Writer’s Circle and Gujarati
Writer’s Forum. He served as the general
secretary up to his passing. He was also
bestowed with an award for his work with
the Gujarati Writer’s Forum. He was a
well-known poet and had two joint books

9 9

published, ‘Sangati’ and “Guldaan’.

We pray to the Almighty to forgive any
shortcomings of Haji Ismail, elevate his
status, and grant him the company of
the righteous. Marhoom is survived by
his wife, four sons, a daughter, brother,
sister, uncle, grandchildren, a great
granddaughter and other close relatives.

A blessing for Mankind

S ubmission and sacrifice

Go hand in hand

No creation has portrayed that better
Than the last messenger (S.A.W) of the
holy land

Always leading by example

His aim was great and high

Thatall should worship only the Almighty
And with pure imaan they must die

Personal comforts were cast aside, For he
knew his purpose in life, Such a burden,
for one soul to bear, Never seen before,
never mind it being rare

To Taif he went, to teach them the way
Ridiculed, pelted, a liar they would say
But gaining revenge was not his desire
Rather, to the skies, hands raised, please
save them from the fire

He knew from his Lord

His purpose was clear in mind

You have only been sent Oh Prophet
As a blessing to mankind

So steadfast in humility

Humbleness and mercy

Did the leader of the Prophets

Fulfil his heavenly duty

Impeccable manners he always taught

Were a hallmark of faith and couldn’t be
bought

His duties to all, did he admirably fulfil
Never doing anything, but what was
the Almighty’s will

So let us be proud and follow in haste
Before finality occurs and death do we
taste.Make our role model and mentor,
the Almighty’s most beloved (S.A.W)

The most high and chosen, our Prophet
(S.A.W)

By Racesah Hafiji, Year gB
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Mother
Hubbards

Famous Fish & Chips

Since 1972

604 BRADFORD ROAD,
BATLEY WF17 8HA T:01924 471555

BAADFORD | LEEDS | BATLEY | HALIFAK | WAKEFELD

- * CATERIMNG
' e “Packaging for food"” |
* GLasses Now IN Stock
01924 456 786. sales{@aicdp.com www.alcdp.com  Povincs Wors Heey S Basey
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07968'222'886

AL Hikma-h Centre,
28 Track Road Batley,
WF17 7AA

INSTANT 54 1 WHATSAPP WHENEVER YOU NEED IT!

For Mom & Baby Mara elumities For Wamen
Qur volunieers are Lrained oo & Courses and upsiilk p
support you through: 1] # Lofal fraining and job

] Frr,;nan:,' 1 rlammghon

* Breastfepding 'I'h: # Ladies only fitnass dasses

» Early Years o Wellbeing classes

5:-'1]" & Play (0 monghs.5 :fE'-II"i'r For The Whole Faem -I:I.
with phonics, numeracy &
Makalon sigrng

Fieness (lasses {childzen
welcome] * Farmily ardd community dvents

» Local up-to-cate information on
sports & wellbeng opporunities
fler children and aduks

Contact us for more information on 077%6 BT0E24

happymoments.orguk

RABETAH
Question & Answer
SERVICE

For any Fighi Questions ploase moessagae or email your
query toany of our Scholars below

Qr401 139 311

OTE656 838 a2

OTSTH BTG 7346

Mapr T FRIDwans Lask
Murrm Hassan MoTs
MFTT Sauiin A

rabetahquestions@gmail.com
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" Was Abl aS ibn Firnas :

In 852, a daredevil named Armen
Firman decided to fly off a tower in
Qurtuba Al-Andalus (Cordoba, Spain).

Firman made a living doing stunts, he
was not a scientist but through observing
the nature around him and relying on
a rudimentary understanding of the
mechanics of flight, he built a silk dress
with wood-reinforced rods.

With this machine, Firman climbed to
the top of a minaret of the grand Qurtuba
mosque and jumped. He was unable to
fly, he crashed, yet his flying contraption
swelled, just enough to slow his fall.
Although he was slightly injured, this was
probably the first parachute jump in the
world.

Ibn Firnaswas in the crowd and realised
itwas agreat idea. This truly inspiried him
to successfully complete the first human
flight, two decades later, in Cordoba.

Abbas Ibn Firnas was born in Izn-Rand
Onda Al-Andalus (now Ronda Spain)
but lived in Cordoba, one of the major
learning centers in the Muslim world. He
worked across a plethora of industries and
subjects. He was an inventor, engineer,
aviator, physician, and Arabic poet.He
set up astronomical tables, he built a
planetarium and designed a water clock.
He developed a process for cutting rock
crystal, allowing him to create Andalusian
drinking glasses. He experimented with

16 Paigaam January 2023

lenses and their magnifying qualities and
anything else that came from glass.Up to
then, only the Egyptians were experts
in this field.In 875, about 23 years after
Armen Firman, the 7o-year-old Ibn Firnas
built his flying machine after studying the
nature of flight among his other studies.

He builta pair of silk and wood wings and
sewed real feathers. From the hills of Jabal
Al-*Arus, he jumped off a cliff. He would

have glided for a considerable amount of

time, some witnesses claimed it felt like 10
minutes.

To achieve sufficient lift to support his
weight, Abbas bin Firnas built wings with
an estimated span of between four and five
meters. To keep the flying machine strong
and light, he made a lightweight wooden
frame, probably using bamboo, hollow like
a bird’s wing bones.

The parts of the frame were tied together
with thin strips of silk, considered the
lightest and most resistant material at the
time, and which was also used as a fabric
covering for the wings.

Finally, he covered the wings and
clothes with an eagle feather. Abbas bin
Firnas manufactured a harness system
that allowed him to hover under the
flyingmachine and control the movements
of the wings with the help of handles.
Towards the end of his descent, he realised
he had concentrated his energy on the
study of take-off mechanics as opposed

the mechanics of landing. He descended
at great speed, unable to control the flying
machine, and once he fell to the ground,
he was injured.

Ibn Firnas would live for another 12
years after this event. During his final
years he would reflect on what went wrong
on that fateul day and he reached the
conclusion that his design did not include
a mechanism to slow his descent. A bird
uses its tail and wings in unison to slow
its speed and stall just above the ground
before touching down. Ibn Firnas realised
that he forgot to design a tail!

Abbas Ibn Firnas did not make another
attempt at flying in his lifetime. Centuries
would pass before another attempt was
made by Ahmed Celebi, an Ottoman Turk,
in 1630-1632 who would glide across the
Bosporus.

In 1783 the Montgolfiers brothers
launched a tethered hot air balloon with
humans on board in Paris but it was only
in 1853 that Sir George Cayley would build
the first modern glider based on a basic
understanding of aecrodynamic theory and
glide in Brompton Dale, in Yorkshire,
almost 1000 years after the first attempt by
Abbas Ibn Firnas in 875,

In 1976, In recognition of the
accomplishments of Abbas ibn Firnas,
the Working Group for Planetary System
Nomenclature (IAU/WGPSN) named a
moon crater ‘Ibn Firnas” in his honour.



The content of this page is for general information.
Please consult your doctor for further advice and/or a diagnosis.
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Lung health checks come
to Dewsbhury

I eople living in the Dewsbury and

Mirfield areas of North Kirklees are being
targeted as part of a programme which is
saving lives through early lung cancer di-
agnosis.

Those aged 55 — 74 who smoke or have
ever smoked are being invited to get their
lung health checked for signs of cancer.
Detecting the disease early means it can
often be treated more successfully.

The initial check takes place over the
phone and lasts around 20 minutes. If
any issues are found, people will be of-
fered a CT scan at a mobile unit located
in the Sainsbury’s superstore car park in
Dewsbury town centre.

The mobile CT scanner visited Cleck-
heaton and Batley before arriving at its
current location in Dewsbury this month.

So far around 14,000 people have been
invited for a lung health check in North
Kirklees and more than 3,000 have at-
tended for CT scan. The programme has
already resulted in 70 suspected lung
cancers being detected.

Dr Khalid Naecem, a local GP and Chair
of Kirklees Clinical and Professional Fo-
rum, said, ‘Lung health checks have a vi-
tal role to play in the fight against cancer.

They can help find problems early, often
before you notice anything is wrong, and
at a stage when treatment could be sim-
pler and more successful.

‘Most lung cancers grow slowly enough
for them to be found at an early stage by a
lung scan — so this programme will ulti-
mately save more lives.”

Programme lead for the NHS in
Kirklees, Marion Redford, said, ‘Even if
you feel fit and well, or gave up smoking
years ago, it’s important that you attend
a lung health check when you’re invited.

Lung cancer is the most common cancer
in West Yorkshire and is directly related
to smoking and tobacco use. There are
often no signs or symptoms of lung cancer

atan early stage. As a result, sadly around
7in10 cancer patients are currently being
diagnosed too late to be cured.’

She added, “We've done everything
possible to make the health checks as
convenient as possible. The initial ap-
pointment is by telephone and people
who need a CT scan will be invited to
attend the mobile scanner in Dewsbury
rather than having to visit a hospital.”

North Kirklees is one of 23 Lung Health
Check pilot sites which are contributing
towards reaching the NHS Long Term
Plan ambitions of catching thousands
more cancers at an earlier stage when
they are easier to treat.

The programme is supported by the
West Yorkshire and Harrogate Cancer
Alliance and has been funded by NHS
England as part of a national pilot de-
signed to improve carly diagnosis and
treatment of cancer.

North Kirklees GP federation, CURO
Health, are delivering the Targeted Lung
Health Check Programme in Kirklees.
In total, there are around 19,000 people
in North Kirklees who are eligible for a
health check.

You can find more information about
the North Kirklees targeted lung health
check programme on the dedicated web-

site at  www.lunghealthcheckaware.
co.uk
Who is eligible?

55-74yearsold

A smoker or ex-smoker

Registered to a GP in North Kirklees
and Bradford*

If you are at higher risk of developing
lung cancer i.e. people who smoke and
ex-smokers, we will be offering you the
opportunity to have a free lung health
check appointment to see if you need any
further checks.

*The screening programme is currently
being rolled out at a select number of GP

Practices in Bradford. Patients registered
at the following practices, who are aged
55 - 74 and who smoke or used to smoke,

will be called for a Lung Health Check
over the coming months:

Savile Town Medical Centre
Thornhill Lees Surgery
The Paddock Surgery

The Albion Mount Medical
Practice

The Sidings Healthcare
Centre

Windsor Medical Centre
Healds Road Surgery
DrMahmood & Partners
Calder View Surgery
Eightlands Surgery

North Road Suite Surgery
Mirfield Health Centre

X ¥ x ¥

*

¥ ¥ X ¥ X ¥ X

Nadeem Raja, General Manager of the
Al-Hikmah centre, is a smoker who rec-
ognises the importance of identifying any
lung issues as early as possible.

He said: “This is a great opportunity
for people registered with GPs in North
Kirklees.”

About lung health checks

Noteveryone will need alung scan. This
will depend on your results from the ini-
tial assessment. Throughout the process
you will have plenty of time to chat to the
health professionals and ask any ques-
tions.

We know that lung cancer is the most
common cancer in West Yorkshire. Lung
cancer incidence is directly related to
smoking and tobacco use is the most im-
portant preventable cause of lung cancer
in England.

Across North Kirklees and Bradford we
are rolling out lung health checks and a
mobile CT screening programme to de-
tect lung cancer and any other lung prob-
lems as early as possible.There are often
no signs or symptoms of lung cancer at
an early stage. As a result, sadly around 7
in 10 cancer patients are currently being
diagnosed too late to be cured.
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Paigaam Kids page

Winners

@

1+t Prize sponsored
by Pizza 6060
Pick up ONLY

1) Mishka Mushab
Batley

2)Unays Passwala
Batley

2nd Prize sponsored
by Chickanos
Pick up ONLY
o

it
Tl

3 )Ahméd Patel
Dewsbury

3rd Prize sponsored
by Islamic Bakery
Pick up ONLY

Please collect your prizes from the
Al-Hikmah Centre.

Terwms and conditions apply

Name and town of winning entries will be published.
Age limit 13.

Please send this page with your
name, address, postcode, age and telephone

number before 20th febri uary 2022 to:

Kiddies Competition, Al-Hikwah Centre, , R
28 Track Road, Batley, West Yorkshire, i S M 1 A -

WF17 7AA EEE
W ® EEE
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Paigaam Travel: Cordoba

urtuba was the most important
city of Al Andalus (756-1010), the capital
of the Umayyad Caliphate.

Qurtuba was known as  the most
cultured, sophisticated and splendid
city in Europe and, with Baghdad, the
main center of knowledge of the Muslim
world. Qurtuba remains alive in the
streets, buildings and culture of present-
day Cordoba, an essential destination for
Muslims around the world.

The Great Mosque of Cordoba

The Islamic Art is mainly developed in
the cities that were once capitals of Al
Andalus. In Cordoba we found the most
splendid monument of all Western Islamic
World, the Great Mosque.

Its construction commenced in 785,
when Abd-ar-Rahman established
Cordoba as capital of Al Andalus, on the
site of an ancient church dedicated to
San Vicentee. Afterwards it was extended
during successive periods by Abd-ar-
Rahman II, Al-Hakam II and Almanzor.

An excellent sample of Omeya
architecture, the Great Mosque is a
harmonious combination of various
different styles: the initial works of Abd-
ar-Rahman I display hispano-visigothic
influences, taking advantage of materials
and columns gathered from other

constructions.

The building occupies 24,000m2 and
is divided in two areas: the arcade sahn,
where the alminar is constructed by Abd
al-Rahman III, and the haram. The interior
space produces a strong chromatic effect
due the amount of columns and red and
white arches. Since 1523 the Great Mosque
has also housed a christian cathedral,
constructed in the wake of the Reconquest
along with other side chapels.

Medinat Al-Zahra

Palatal city of Abd-al-Rahman III the
most prosperous caliph in the West
during only comparable with Baghdad
and Byzantium in his times. [t was built on
stepped terraces to take advantage of the
slope of the mountain and each terrace
was separated from the others using walls
that divided the city into three parts. In the
heights were the palaces, in the middle
part gardens and a landscape of fruit and
vegetable plots, finally in the lower part
was the main mosque and the houses.
There are still remains of foundations,
paintings and columns in Composite and
Corinthian style.

Calahorra Tower

The Tower of La Calahorra rises up at
the south of the Roman bridge, the far end
from the city centre. It is a fortified gate
originally built by the Moors (Almohads)
and extensively restored by King Enrique
IT of Castile in 1369

It currently houses the Museo Vivo de
Al-Andaluz . This fascinating museum is
particularly educational with audio visual
presentations which vividly depict how life
was in Cordoba around the 1oth Century

AD when three cultures lived side by side
Christianity, Muslim and Judaism. There
is a scale model of the Masjid as it was
before the cathedral was constructed.

Flower Street

This small but well-known street is the
most photographed street in Cordoba.
A typical narrow, cobbled alley between
whitewashed houses, its balconies and
walls are decked out with flowers in
terracotta pots, in characteristically vivid
colours, such as brilliant pink, purple and
red geraniums.

The alley is located close to the north-
east corner of the Mezquita, off calle
Victor Bosco, so that when you stand in
the tiny square at its northern end, you get
a perfectly framed view of the Mezquita’s
tower framed by flower-covered white
walls. You will see this image on many
postcards around town.

Halal restaurants in Cordoba

There are many restaurants and
businesses offering Halal gastronomical
delights:

Petra

Zahira

Corkebab
Laorkebab

El Sultan

Doner Kebab Lal Ali
Teteria El Shaeel
Kebab Hut

Teteria Petra

Las Piconeras

La Casa Andalusi
Restaurante Los Almendros
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IMws Muslim Burial Services [(SJ&

The IMWS Muslim Burial Services are continuing as normal. Qur services are open to everyone, free of]
charge, regardless of whether they are members or not.

We are fully supported by our local area Masjids and our senior Ulema. We appreciate the supportof our
community and will strive to improve our services to meet the needs of our community.

. : During office hours burial van keys can be collected
Burial Contact Numbers from the main office. Out of hours can be collected from
Ebrahim Chopdat Ebrahim Chopdat.

07980 381197
Kirklees Council Burial fee is £2252.00

Yusuf Paliva Donations towards the running costs of the funeral van
07590019315 is most appreciated.

Munir Daji
07739 142 988

GIVE A LITTLE WARMTH THIS WINTER muw Y 100% %

IMWS GAZA WINTER \"aicr

APPEAL

FOR JUST £16

‘I’I]HBAHHELF _ ROVIDE L B o :

PROVIDE WINTER WINTE " ITH ! : - ‘% : . A [u[:l.lLI?ﬁ.""-._

BLANKETS RPHAN [ : ; e j!ﬂrﬂ: I:ILIJE-I!ILL'I' "1____
FllBJI.ISTEdE : -
You Eﬂ.ﬂ HELP

PROVIDE GAS
N Pleaseidonateigenarously

RN AT IO H ST LA

Ways to donaote:

IS
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Kim Leadbeater MP column

It’s a pleasure for me to start my first
column of 2023 with some good news.
My bid for government funding to help
regenerate Batley town centre has been
successful.

When I was elected I promised to fight
for investment in our local area and that is
exactly what I have done.

Last month I brought the Levelling Up
Secretary, Michael Gove, to Batley to view
the plans and I'm delighted he was won
over by the case we made.

The announcement means an extra
£12million on top of £3million already
promised by Kirklees Council and the
West Yorkshire Mayor.

The project includes a major redesign
and part-pedestrianisation of Commercial
Street and the area around Market Place.
It will benefit local businesses, shoppers
and residents and make Batley a more
attractive place to live, work and shop.

I€’s wrong that we had to compete
against other areas of genuine need for
the funding, but this is very good news for
Batley and I‘d like to thank everybody who
has done so much hard work in designing
the bid and all those who took part in the
consultation process.

Sadly there are still very serious issues
facing our community. The NHS crisis
continues and it is very distressing that
local people are facing such long waits for
appointments and unacceptable delays in
ambulance response times.

Government ministers blame anybody
but themselves for this appalling state
of affairs and sit on their hands when
they should be negotiating an end to the
pay disputes and starting to put right
thirteen years of underinvestment and
mismanagement.

‘We need the NHS to be there for us when
we fall sick or have an accident, but we
should also be thinking about howwe keep

people from getting ill in the first place. As
most pecople know by now, I'm passionate
about physical, mental and social health
and wellbeing.

They are all closely connected and a
very practical example of this is the Batley
Baths, which have closed temporarily
and some people fear may never reopen
because of financial pressures.

Venues like this aren’t luxuries, they are
vital for people’s health, both physically
and mentally.

Fewer sports and leisure facilities will
inevitably mean more people becoming ill.
Before Christmas I metwith local people to
assure them of my support to get the Baths
open again, as well as using my position in
Parliament to demand that the government
includes pools and leisure centres among
the businesses that get help with their fuel
bills.

Is my job, on behalf of all my
constituents, to try to make a difference
locally, nationally and internationally.

I've been engaged in important
discussions at Westminster on the war
in Ukraine, the terrible situation facing
women in Iran and Afghanistan, and the
tensions in the Middle East.

I am very concerned about the situation
in Palestine following the election of the
most right-wing Isracli government in
history.

L have written to the Prime Minister, Rishi
Sunak, asking him to back an International
Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace. There
has never been a greater need for impartial
peacebuilding initiatives of the kind the
International Fund would support.

No matter howlong-standing and difficult
problems may seem, I always believe there
are positive things that can be done.

So far as I'm concerned, while progress
often takes lots of hard work and patience

that will always be better than giving up in
despair.

Bestwishes,
Kim

Myself and my staff are
committed to doing all they can to
help those in need and the best
way to contact us is via email:

kim.leadbeater. mp@
parliament.uk
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Holocaust survivor lambasts
the home Secretary

A Holocaust survivor has lambasted the
home Secretary over her language against
migrants.

Joan Salter, 83, criticised likenied
Suella Braverman’s language on migrants
attempting to cross the English Channel to
that used by the Nazis.

A video of the incident was posted by

Freedom From Torture has been viewed
over 5 million times. Ms Salter was three
months old when the Nazis invaded
Belgium.

She was forced to flee with her mother
and sister, first to France, before being
fostered in America. She was reunited with
her parents in London in 1947.

In the video, she questioned Ms
Braverman on her language used towards
migrations, with the Home Secretary
having spoken about “stopping the
invasion on our southern coast”.

Ms Salter said the remark was reminiscent
of “the language used to dehumanise and
justify the murder of my family and millions
of others” in the 1940s.

PKWA Director awarded
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award

A Director at the Pakistan and

Kashmir Welfare Association, has been
awarded with the Duke of Edinburgh
Gold Award.

Haris Rashid, the director of youth
services at PKWA said he wanted to
demonstrate by his own example that
setting positive goals and working
purposefully towards them will bring
rewards to anyone from any background.

Haris who had already gained the bronze

and silver awards said: “Participation
in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, or
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similar challenges, can be life changing
experience for young people and [ would
highly recommend it others.

Any young person can do their DofE —
regardless of ability, gender, background
or location. Achieving an Award isn’t a
competition or about being first.

“It’s all about setting personal challenges
and pushing personal boundaries. It’s also
a great way to make friends, improve self-
esteem and build confidence.

Personally, I believe participating has
helped to shape a really positive can-
do attitude, and I now genuinely feel I

could set myself any goal and know with
confidence that it is within me to achieve
it .

“As added bonuses, you also get to have
a fun time with friends, an opportunity to
discover new interests and talents, and a
demonstrable set of tools and skills for life
and work.”

Since the start of DofE Gold Award
Journey, Haris has been elected as the
President of his University Students
Union, has completed a degree in Law.

He is currently completing a Master’s
degree whilst also working as a lawyer for
a top multinational firm.

The DofE Award is a recognised mark
of achievement; respected by employers.
Many employers claim that having DofE
awards can provide competitive advantage.

The achievement of a DofEE Award still
stands out on any young person’s CV
as a mark of commitment, dedication,
planning and perseverance.”

Haris is having his celebrations locally
with other candidates before a date at
Buckingham later.



Why so many are being
killed in Palestine?

Isracl has continued to step up its
near-daily raids across the occupied West
Bank, killing scores of Palestinians over
the pastyear.

The spike in killings comes as part of
intensified nightly raids by Israeli forces,
particularly in the northern occupied
cities of Jenin and Nablus, under the
banner of crushing limited Palestinian
armed resistance.

Civilians confronting the army during
raids and uninvolved bystanders have been
killed, as well as Palestinian fighters in
targeted assassinations and during armed
clashes.

More than 170 Palestinians, including at
least 30 children, were killed across the
occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem

lastyear. In January 2023 alone, atleast 29
Palestinians including five children have
been killed.

The UN said that 2022 was the deadliest
year for Palestinians since 2006, but
2023 is already on course to surpass that,
if the number of deaths stay at the same
level, and there is now the potential for a
full-scale uprising among Palestinians,
particularly in the wake of Israel’s new far-
right government, which came into power
at the end of December.

Tensions on the ground have kept
escalating since the May 2021 Palestinian
popular “outburst” that swept across the
occupied Palestinian territories and Israel.

It began with protests against forced
displacement of Palestinian families in the
occupied East Jerusalem neighbourhood
of Sheikh Jarrah and led to a war with
the Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad

armed groups in the besieged Gaza Strip.

Isracl’s crackdown included the targeting
of fighters affiliated with these groups in
the West Bank.

Takeaway drivers real-terms
pay per order drops 13%

D delivery  drivers  bringing

takeaways to your door last year were paid
less for every order in 2022 than the year
before, even as the cost of living soared.

New findings suggest that delivery
drivers working with four of the biggest
companies saw their pay per order drop by
an average of 2.5% last year. This is before
inflation was even taken into account.

The figures, collated by Rodeo, show
pay dropped between 0.3% and 6.1% for
drivers with Deliveroo, Uber Eats, Stuart
and Just Eat. A Just Eat spokesperson said:
“We provide a highly competitive base rate

to self-employed couriers, which is in line
with industry standards, and we also offer
regular incentives to help them maximise
their earnings.

“We continue to review our pay structure
regularly and welcome any feedback from
couriers.”

Rodeo collated the information from
10 million orders made by gig economy
workers, who use the app to keep track of
their earnings across several other apps.

Alfie  Pearce-Higgins, Rodeo’s co-
founder, said: “Millions of workers
across the economy are seeing their pay
eroded by the cost-of-living crisis and

inflation, and delivery drivers are being
hit the hardest.Gig work offers flexibility
and independence, which many workers
welcome. But this only works if drivers can
make informed, independent decisions.”

A Deliveroo spokesperson said: “These
numbers are incorrect and misleading,
based on unverified data. Average pay for
time Deliveroo riders spend on an order
has increased over the past year.

An Uber Fats spokesperson said: “We
offer a flexible way for thousands of
couriers to earn by using the app when and
where they choose. We know that the vast
majority are satisfied with their experience
on the app.”
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Monday’s 1-3 pm

« Indoor Football
= Weddings -
- Conferences & exhibitions '
* Courses & workshops
Booking -, « Community activities

Essantiol and evenis.

01924 500555

PV Hy ki A hiE e Hre
ol Tripei M. BLTorn. Wies Venares, WH 11 1AL 1
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— 28 Track Road, Batley
By o S 01924.500555
NS g

Call: 01924 500 555
or email: info@imws.org.uk
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CLOTHES LEFT UNWORN IN THE UK

DONATE

YOUR OLD CLOTHES
AND GIVE THEM NEW LIVES

islamic-relief.org.uk/clothes f Y & B IRClothes




