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= Out of control

Gradually over the years almost
unnoticed our neighbourhoods
have been taken over by groups
of undesirable drug dealers
who are engaged in their
nefarious activities influencing
and enticing innocent young
people to become involved
in selling and taking drugs.
If you have recently visited

Woodsome  park you  will
see that it is in a shocking
state.  Glass is  scattered
everywhere, household waste

has been dumped in the park.
In almost every corner of the
estate, the remnants of vandalism
caused by youngsters who should
have been under the supervision
oftheirparentsisthereforalltosee.
The decadence does not end
there. Drug dealers believe the
areaisahaven of crime, hence they
gladly peddle their filth to chavs
of all persuasions from across the
locality, who for some reason,
always agree on Woodsome and
Park Croft as the exchange point.
These wannabe Tony Montana
characters idolise the fictional
drug lord by selling as many
illegal substances as possible
in order to get their Guinea
Pigs as high as possible and
as frequently as possible.
The sight of their customers
standing in  their  grubby
tracksuits whilst they wait to
buy their illegal substances is a
form of anxiety for long suffering
and law-abiding residents.
And as Tony Montana perished
under a hail of misery and gun
fire, these very people who buy
and sell such appalling poison
that only serve to bring misery
to the area, are also heading in
one direction (pardon the pun).
One resident who spoke to
Paigaam on the condition of
anonymity said: “Take a picture
and circulate it so the council’s
eyes open. The point | am
making is run down areas are
a haven for illegal activities.
“This is of paramount concern
because young people are
engaging in taking drugs
and dealing which leads
to an increase in crime’
In terms of drug related
activities, perpetrators are from
a variety of backgrounds. A
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Freedom of Information request
revealed that whilst British
Pakistanis make up just five
percent of the urban population
of  Yorkshire and  Humber
(according to the most recent
census in 2011), in 2016/2017
they accounted for 27 percent of
convictions for possession with
intent to supply class A drugs.
However, the majority of
convictions in that 12-month
period were among the white
British community, given that
white British people make up the
vast majority of the population.
And whilst drug wuse has
been commonplace, until the
mid-Nineties it was almost
unheard of amongst those
from  Gujarati  backgrounds.
Strong family ties, with the
larger community keeping an
eye on the activities of its young
members, combined with the
strict anti-alcohol and anti-drugs
rules within Islamic law were
credited with keeping people
relatively drug and alcohol free.
However, a sea change has
taken place. The erosion of
these traditional values has
seen a larger proportion of
youngsters embracing the greater
availability of drugs and alcohol.
Residents believe the lack of
funding and investment in the
area at large as opposed to other
areas within Kirklees has endeared
the area to drug pushers and
those who engage in anti-social
behaviour along with gangs.
“This is evident, you just have
to walk around areas such as Park
Croft, Woodsome Estate, Jessops
Park, Dark Lane, Manor Way,
Woodsome, Staincliffe, Soothill,
Mount Pleasant and Hyrstlands
Park,” said another resident.
“These areas have been
disregarded by the council in
order to invest in other parts of
the borough such as Huddersfield.
Investment is urgently needed at
local community centres like IMWS
and PKWA where youngsters can
engage in activities instead of
being a burden to people like us.
“Issuessuchasdrugdealinginour
own areas and the lack of funding
need to be addressed. Simply
look at the state of Woodsome
Park for yourselves and you will

find out why we are so angry”

Residents also spoke about
feeling despondent following a
Zoom meeting which was called
afterresidents expressed concerns
about the state of the area.

Councillors including Shabbir
Pandor, Batley and Spen MP, Tracy
Brabin and senior members of the
Police took part in the meeting.
However, a resident of Park Croft
said: “It was very disappointing.

“Yes, the community agree that
there needs to be more reporting
to the council and the police
but equally the responsibility
also is on them to invest and
make sure the area is safe. The
community is willing to work
with the council and the Police.

“We accept that community
policing (cuts) has had a significant
impact and as a result we have
seen an increase in gang related
crime, so we only see the Police
when something has happened.”

Another resident went as
far as labelling councillors
“Vote suckers” who are only
interested in the well-being of
people during election time.

“You only see councillors when
they need your vote. You cannot
get rid of them. They are outside
the masjids, outside our houses,
outside the community centres.

“Thefactofthematterishowever,
not one councillor has been
forthcoming and engaging with
the community on a regular basis.

“They need to be «called
out and held accountable”

One local resident, living in the
Warwick Road area, said local
people were “fed up” and wanted
issues in relation to potholes,
violence and drugs “to be sorted".

He said:"You should see the state
of the potholes in our area, the
councilhaveevidentlylostinterest.

“You've got to be honest and
you've got to tackle it within
your own community. You
can't hide behind the fact that
other people are also doing it,
but | think a lot of families are
burying their heads in the sand”

However, West Yorkshire Police
insist they are continuing to
push back hard against criminal
gangs after a sustained campaign
which resulted in knife and drug
offences dropping by more

than a quarter in 12 months.

Recent months have also seen
detectives make a string of arrests
with a number of people charged
and remanded at court for drugs
and violent crime related offences.
Those convicted have received
lengthy custodial sentences.
Senior officers have said they
understand recent events have
caused concern in the community.

However, they insist they
will do their utmost to send
a loud and clear message to
criminals that they have no place
in Kirklees or West Yorkshire.

Detective Superintendent
Jim Griffiths of Kirklees Police,
said: “Our local neighbourhood
policing teams, in conjunction
with  our partner agencies,
are working closely with our
communities to  understand
problems and identify areas
where greater support is needed.”

Detective Chief  Inspector
Fiona Gaffney of Kirklees District
appealed to the community to
continue playing a vital role by
reporting drugs and other criminal
offending on the streets and
help officers pinpoint hotspots
and target those responsible.
“If you have any information
about people dealing drugs or
carrying weapons in Kirklees do
not to keep this information to
yourself, please contact the Police.
“Kirklees ~ Police can  be
contacted directly through 101
or calls can be made direct to
Crime stoppers in complete
anonymity on 0800 555 111/
One Mount Pleasant based
resident told Paigaam that
the entire area has been
adversely  affected due to
the higher levels of crime.
“While it is true that the safest
neighbourhoods tend to also be
more expensive, it could be even
more costly if you're area is seen as
a particularly high-crime location.
“Even if you are not a victim of
crime yourself, your rates may
increase. linsurance companies
offer rates based on collective risk,
and if you live in a neighbourhood
with these sorts of crime rates,
then then will impact your rates.

“Every area in the United
Kingdom is risk  assessed
by insurance companies



based on their
and claim statistics.
“In terms of car insurance,

your postcode can have quite
a substantial effect on your
insurance premium even if you
are a very safe driver. So young
people need to understand that
they are creating a vortex of
violence that ultimately, their
children will have to pay the price
for, as no self-respecting business
willinvestinanareain which there
is crime as the risk is too high”
When approached for a
comment, Batley and Spen MP,
Tracy Brabin said she would
continue to do all she can to
keep the community safe,
and encourages anyone with
concerns to get in touch with her.

She told Paigaam: “Tackling
crime in our community
remains one of my top priorities.

“Before lockdown, | was running
a series of ward-by-ward meetings
where | brought together the
police and the local public to
discuss concerns regarding crime.
“I've also been regularly
assisting  constituents  with
casework regarding crime in
the area. Many local residents
have been reporting concerns
such as speeding, vandalism and
anti-social behaviour so | have
been working with the police
and local councillors to ensure
these issues are dealt with.
“l know that knife crime is a
serious concern for many local
people, especially in light of a fatal
stabbing in Batley in June. That is
why | asked the government for
a debate in Parliament on knife
crime so we can work collectively
to tackle it at its root causes. On a
local level, | am arranging a Zoom
meeting with stakeholders in
Batley & Spen, such as the police,
the council and campaign groups,
so we can coordinate a joined-
up, public health response to
knife crime and youth violence”

crime |
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When approached for a
comment, Kirklees Council
leader, Shabbir Pandor
said it was only right for
hard questions to be asked
and that he shares the
fustration of local people.

He told Paigaam: “l don't shy
away from those questions
and | share the frustration
of local people who deserve
to live in peace and safety.

“Of course we need to tackle
criminality that blights lives
right here and right now. That
is why we've worked with
the Police to increase their
presence on the streets and
the council has deployed its
community safety team to
priority areas identified by local
people and to engage with
young people who are risk of
going down the wrong path. ”

Mr Pandor said he has been
working to find a solution
to the issues faced by local
people in order to make
deter crime and improving
the look and feel of the area.

“I have also asked council
officers to find ways we can
deter crime by improving
the local environment:
clearing rubbish, improving
visibility and making our
area look and feel safe.

“I hope that this action will
help us get on top of our
immediate problems. But long
term solutions are hard and
they require determination.
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“They are what motivate
me, drive me and sometimes
keep me awake at night”

Mr Pandor also pointed to
the fact that Kirklees Council
has lost £200 million per
year due to a cut in funding.

“After a decade of austerity
and cuts, we need to turn the
corner and startinvesting in our
infrastructure and our people.

“In the last 10 years in Kirklees
we have lost £200m per year
as a result of Government cuts.

“Since | have been leader
| have began the process of
looking at how we can invest,
develop and grow the services
that local communities want. “

He was adamant that
Batley is high on the list in
terms of improvements.

He said: “Batley needs to be
a priority for regeneration.
“That is why our plan for
economic recovery will
mean improvements in our
towns and villages beyond
Huddersfield and Dewsbury.
“And it's not just about
infrastructure, we needtotackle
deprivation and inequality too.
When you scratch beneath the
surface of issues and incidents,
you will nearly always find
a story of lost opportunities
and flawed systems. That is
why tackling inequality will
be at the heart of recovery
in Batley and for the whole
of Kirklees. It won't be easy
and we will need to be bold.

Would you let your children play in the
grotesque looking Woodsome park as,drug

dealersiitinka?
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Qasim Fires & Fireplaces
Complete Flreplace Specialist

GAJLD aREFLEX 1358 ELECTRIC FIRE . THE WELLA ELEC i..HIi-F FEPLAE prmon i J';":IhH.‘..!.Ir-:fif‘ll"r S0 ELECTRN. FEEPLALE

FIC 42 WITH LED LIGHTS B GREY WITH LIGHTS - THE LUNA ELECTII FREPLACE
 FULL BESPOKE SERVICE T0 MEET YOUR REQUIRENENTS » OPEN 7 DAYS 9M - 5P
= 16 DIFFERENT MATERIALS & FINISH « FREE OF CHARGE HOME SURVEY
1 - 2 WEEK DELIVERY & FITTING SERVICE « NEW REFURBISHED SHOW ROOM WITH 70 DISPLAYS

QASIM INTERNATIONAL LTD. 23-25 BRANCH ROAD, BATLEY, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF17 SRY
TEL: 01922 4720% FAX- 01%24 477851 EMAIL: INFO@ QASIMINTERNATIONAL.COUK  WEB: WWW.OASIMINTERNATIONAL.CO.LK

J. B. JOINERY

Al Aspects of Joinery Work Undertaken

> Roofs > Loft Conversions
> Kitchens > Laminating

> Doors > UPVC

> Decking & Fencing

> All Aspects of Plastering Work Undertaken

For a friendly & professional service

Call James: Q7747 440 778 or 01924 465928

@ BYEst 1967 = 100% ’) Burma Aid

EXPERIENCED DSAJAPBFoved Driving Instructor providing quality Relouleling Ceirauiies
Iessons tailored to 5|t emdmdual

Assalamu Alaikum
#—_,...-"" With your donation we provide free general
operation, free medicine, free eyes operation, free

Donation Policy

dialysis treatment, free maternity service, free health
care, food for Rohingya and build house for
Rohingya.

Visit our website and@€ad whatiour students have to say

www.bsom1967.co.uk
info@bsom1967.co.uk

call 07812 160 276 or 01924 5000 64

Reg Charity No. 1159972
burmaaid.co.uk « info@burmaaid.co.uk « 07727 003277

Bank: Lloyds « Sc: 30-13-54 + Acc no: 45258360
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FREE
Ptlﬂﬂ
Collection & _ 2
Delivery FEE VAE INATEGN aad ATENINGITES

ALY for 1LALE and TRCRAIN

IMPROVING YOUR HEALTH

01924 441434 1111!:1;1-:_"“ s, Baiboy WEIT SM1

FREE EYE TEST

with spectacle purchase

OPTICIANS | OPTICAL LAB | GLASSES IN THR

2 FOR 1 FROM £60

Top Quality S Designer S &GO EE
Frames brands 1in <)
Free on

NHS So don't delay - Register today

5 Oxford Street . Batley . WF17 7PZ . (01924) 455577

WA Ol T OO PLEASE CORTACT U8 5OR. & FREE 80 OB RS ATION COBSLALTA TN

EOR

- BOILER \
- FREE CENTRAL HEATING

- UNDERFEOQR INSULAT !

- ROOM TN ROOF INSULATION!

- ELECTRIC ROOMISTORAGE!HEATERS

07789315543

To advertise call: 01924 500 555

}NADAT

Telephome: 01924 505 071
4 Bond Street, Dewsbury, West Yerkshire WF13 1AG

Divarce - Separation - Financial Settlements
Children Law Matters - Domestic Violence
Cohabitation - Pre-Nuptial Agreements

& General Family Law Makters

Legal Aid may be available fsbec o agmitay)

Please contact us for assistance with Powers
of Attomeys, Wills, Change of Name Deeds,
Commissioner for Daths and Immigration
matters (spouse visa / sponsorship / leave
to rémain and dtizenship applications)

We may also be able to-provide assistance

| with other legal problems

Byt Mcla ks Principal Saliciior is o Resohtion Accredited

Specinlint snd The Law Sockety Accredited Family Law Advsnced
p-'trl' maernber in the areas of Children {Private Law) and Domestic

@‘-z_. # resolution x Fi

=]

PR Hikemahle entne =
TH Trach Fosd, Ry, Wikl Torkahe s, W11 fig

Call: 01924 500 555
or email: info@imws.org.uk
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Share your views with us: paigaam@imws.org.uk

Paicaam EDITORIAL

ho is to blame for
our problems?

In the “good old days” the
local Muslim community
was regarded as a model
community. Close knit, hard
working, strong family and
community roots with a good
network of Mosques for
worship and Madressas for
children’s Islamic education.

The elderly were respected
and looked after within the
family; the young people were
respectful and obedient to
their parents and elders.

The community had unity
and sharedideals underpinned
by strong Islamic ethical and
moral values.

It was a replica of the village
life “back home” that they left
behind.

Even the authorities were
praising of the community
which was perceived to be
peaceful and law abiding.

The large extended families
lived together and supported
each other.

The men worked mainly in
the textile mills toiling long
hours to provide for their
families on meagre wages.

The children grew up on
good wholesome home
cooked food.

The women from the
extended families had the
time to get together and make
the traditional goodies like
papar and papdi (popadoms)
which you would see spread
out in the gardens to dry in the
summer months.

Many of the traditions are
being lost as people no longer
have time or patience for such
activities.

Takeaways and restaurants
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were unheard of and not
regarded as healthy.

Now Asian areas are full of
fast food joints and Batley
Town Centre has been taken
over by takeaways and burger
bars.

The results of these changes
in eating habits can be seen
visibly with the rise in obesity
in young people as children
are growing up on endless
unhealthy takeaways and
convenience foods.

Increasingly it seems home
cooked food is becoming
a rarity with both parents
working to pay the mortgages
and expensive materialistic
lifestyles.

Young children are not
content with playing outside
with their friends but are busy
on their mobile phones and
playstations.

No wonder so many children
are obese and have health
issues.

The community in general
has moved towards a more
“modern” nuclear family
model where the positive
traditional extended family life
influences have disappeared.

Gone is the old community
spirit, the positive influence of
the elders who were respected,
valued and consulted on
important decisions.

Over the last 25 years or so
the community seems to have
undergone a transformation
from the old to the so called
modern way of living which
has created different problems
for the community.

The question is how did our
community change from the

earlier way of life during the
60, 70s to the current era of
2020 and the nightmare the
community finds itself in with
current problems of health,
deprivation, unemployment,
racism and Islamophobia.

On top of all this we have
family conflicts and problems,
increase in divorce rates and
more alarmingly the problems
facing many of our children
and young people who are
constantly enticed into a life
of crime by the drugs gangs
operating in our own areas.

In the good old days our
neighbourhoods were
peaceful and crime free.

There were no massive
brawls in the streets involving
young people with weapons
and knives taking part in gang
fights.

The streets were peaceful
with no young people in
their fancy cars speeding and
causing danger to the locals.

What we see now in our
community is very different.
We now see a fragmented
community with the family ties
losing its grip and the young
people have been let loose to
engage in drugs, crime, street
fights, knife crime and gang
warfare. It seems parents have
lost control.

The prisons are now
disproportionately filled with
young Muslim men.

When once our community
was seen as a safe haven
for our children it has now
become very dangerous with
the risks of being targeted
by drug peddlers who will
happily jeopardise the lives of

our children to make money.

Many of our children and
young people are now using
drugs and are also selling them
in our neighbourhoods to our
own children, and parents
are powerless to do anything
about it.

How long will our community
go on ignoring this major
catastrophe?

Should we not take any
action? Is it not time to wake
up and see the reality around
us?

The crucial question is who
could be held responsible for
this crisis?

Could it be the Local Council
which hasn’t provided
adequate resources for young
people and has been cutting
back on youth services?

Or would you point to
the parents, the schools or
Madressas?

Or is the community guilty
of pretending all is well and
looking the other way?

What about institutions like
the police? Are they doing
enough?

Or do you think Community
Organisations should be doing
more?

What are the solutions?

If you have any suggestions
please write to or contact
Paigaam.

We would like to hear from
you.

All of us are equally
responsible so don’t just leave
it to others and pretend it’s
not your problem. It could be
your children or grandchildren
next.
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AllHikmah
Centre
Update

I hope this communication
finds both you and vyour
families in good  health.

Nationwide measures to
contain Covid-19 have caused
nothing short of a cataclysm for
organisations across the country.

Together with our area
Masaajids, we have worked
very hard to once again begin
congregational prayers.

We must acknowledge
their efforts to make all
the arrangements to
safely open the doors.

So it is great news for our
community that the five
daily prayers along with
Jummah namaz, albeit with
social  distancing  measures
are up and running again.

However, | have  been
encouraged by the sheer number
of members who have devoted
their time and energy into helping
the vulnerable and the needy.

We recently teamed up
with entrepreneur and
moneysavingexpert.com founder
Martin Lewis tofurtheroursocietal
role by distributing food and aid
to help those who are living in
sheltered accommodation locally.

Approximately 600 food boxes
which comprised of essential
food and non-food items such as
soap, sanitiser, washing up liquid,

masks, tea, sugar, cereal, pasta,
ready meals, chocolate, biscuits
and much more were distributed
to organisations such as the
Batley Homeless Project, Making
Space, Holly Bank House and a
plethora of sheltered housing
areas in the vicinity and elderly
individuals living on their own.
This initiative says to me that
we are operating as an effective
network and supporting
each other when support
and help are most needed.
It is a cliché of our current
predicament, but also a key
mantra of the Indian Muslim
Welfare  Society, we are
stronger together, and the
greater the bonds we build
during times of adversity, so
our chances of overcoming
present challenges increase.
Whilst the situation may
seem impossible, we must
stay resolute and make the
right decisions with the best
advice and information at hand.
It has never been more
important to have a strong,
united and determined society,
and we will do our utmost to help
and advise you in any way we can.
The coming weeks and
months will be difficult, but
the Almighty knows best and
we must all turn towards him

and ask for his divine mercy.
I want you to know that,
at IMWS, we will continue
to focus on providing as
much benefit and support
as possible to our members.
It is envisaged that our ongoing
appeals which include raising
money for the long suffering
people of Yemen, Gaza, Myanmar
along with the South Gujarat
housing project will continue to
pay dividends and bring some
much needed respite. May the
Almighty  accept everyone’s
contributions  and prayers.
With best wishes, If you have
any views or suggestions
please do contact us. Our
phone number is 500555 or
email us on: info@imws.org.uk.

With best wishes,
Dr Imtiyaz Patel

Chair
IMWS

Please be advised,
during the Covid
crisis, the Al
Hikmah centre main
office is open from
Monday to Friday
from 9am to 4 PM.

Should you wish to
give your donation
in person, this
can be facilitated.

For more information
please telephone
01924 500555.

Alternatively please

e-mail: info@imws.
org.uk
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IMWS always stands strong
on the front line to help and
support their communities along
with its partner organisations.

Especially in the current
climate of fear and uncertainty,
partnership work is the best
way forward with all sections of
communities sharing the aim of
keeping our communities safe.

I will be sharing COVID-19
related information in our
community’s native languages,
especially  considering  our
areas of Mount Pleasant and
Batley Carr having the highest
number of positive cases (17).

| have been working very closely
with Kirklees council in making
sure thatIMWS and theirmembers
are kept informed on any new

developmentsas soon as possible.

| have requested safety kits for
our community to be distributed
from Al-Hikmah centre. It will
be regularly posted on our
social media page and will be
regularly updated as soon as
we receive new information
from health authorities.

As businesses are getting back
to normal, slowly but surely,
our aim is to make sure that
the Al-Hikmah Centre is the
safest place for our users once
it is fully open for the public.

We are in the process of taking
all the necessary safety measures
in place and are seeking regular
and up-to-date advice and
guidance from the relevant
authorities. All weddings taking

place in August have been
cancelled/postponed and a full
refund has been offered to the
affected parties unlike other
providers where the deposit was
unfortunately lost by the public.

| have been contacted by
many training providers and
hopefully, we will be starting
our routine courses and training
from the first week of September
at the Al-Hikmah Centre (this
is subject to govt. guidelines).
We have completed all
the planned sports  hall
refurbishments which include
a new lighting and heating
system installed along with a
new reception and office area.

As soon as we are allowed to
open our facilities, we are also

discussing the possibility of
the improvement of our youth
activities at the Al-Hikmah centre.
I am in negotiation with Kirklees
Council’s youth provision team in
this regard. | would please urge
members of the community to
share their thoughts on ways
they feel it is best to help and
support the health and wellbeing
of our children & young people
Thanking you for your
continuing support to IMWS
during these difficult times.

Nadeem Raja

General Manager.

Mobile: 07548217280

E:mail: nadeem.raja@imws.
org.uk
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Tracy Brabin Column: From tackling
genocide to battling knife crime

These last few months have
been incredibly busy both here
in the constituency and down in
Parliament, especially with the
easing of lockdown restrictions
and attempts to tackle the
Covid-19 pandemic.

First, | want to thank so many
people in our constituency.

Our healthcare workers who've
been on the front-line battling
coronavirus, our key workers
who've provided vital support
and services for our community
and all those who've volunteered
to help others, whether it's
through food bank donations,
running errands for those who are
shielding or something even as
simple as checking in on friends
and neighbours.

| have heard so many heart-
warming stories from across
the constituency about people
looking out for others and it really
shows the community spirit we
have here in Batley & Spen.

| want to take this opportunity
to update constituents on the
issues | have been campaigning
on.

July marked the beginning
of the annexation of large
parts of Palestine by the Israeli
government.

This was a clear act of
aggression, and it infringes upon
the sovereignty and human rights
of the long suffering Palestinian

people.

I was proud to sign a
letter alongside over 1000
parliamentarians from across

Europe where we all condemned
this illegal annexation and
showed our solidarity with the
people of Palestine.
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This is an ongoing issue and
I will keep up pressure on the
government by demanding they
stand up for the rights of the
Palestinians.

| have also been speaking out
in Parliament about the horrific
treatment of the Uyghur people
by the Chinese government.

| am sure many of you saw the
horrific report on how Uyghur
women have been subjected to
forced abortions and sterilisations.

I am unafraid to call this out for
what it is: genocide.

We cannot sit back and do
nothing as we hear about these
dreadful human rights abuses.

| asked the Foreign Office to do
all they can to protect these brave
Uyghur women who are speaking
out about this genocide and | will
continue pressing them to ensure
the oppression of the Uyghur’s
becomes a top foreign policy
priority for the government.

Within the constituency, we had
the tragic murder of a young man
in Batley in June.

Knife crime is a serious problem
within our community, and we
must all do more to tackle its root
causes.

I have reaffirmed my
commitment to working with
the police, Kirklees Council and
local groups to ensure no family
ever has to go through the pain
of losing a loved one in such a
violent manner.

If you have concerns relating to
crime or ideas on how we tackle
violent crime then please do get
in touch with me.

I've also been closely monitoring
Covid-19 within the local area. We
have had two outbreaks in recent
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weeks within the constituency
at a meat processing plant in
Cleckheaton and a bed factory in
Batley.

| have been in regular contact
with Kirklees Council and Public
Health England regarding this
and | was impressed by how
effectively they have reacted
in their efforts to contain these
outbreaks.

Whilst | will continue supporting
them in dealing with them and
any future outbreaks, we must all
remember we have a role to play
in defeating this virus. We must
continue following government
guidance.

We can do this by maintaining
social distancing, washing our
hands regularly and wearing
protective equipment such as
facemasks wherever possible.

It is also imperative that people
isolate immediately if they have
symptoms or are in contact with
anyone who tests positive for
Covid-19.

I know that isolating can
be incredibly tough and not
everyone has the family and
community support networks
many of us are lucky to have.

But it is vital that we limit the
spread of this disease and that
means isolating if we potentially
have it.

I would also like to remind
young people that although
older people are more at risk from
Covid-19, you are not immune.

We are still learning about the
long-term effects of this virus,

with some studies indicating
that there could be neurological
impacts.

As well as this, we have seen

stories in the news of healthy,
young people with no previous
medical conditions being
hospitalised with Covid-19 and
for months afterwards, suffering
from extreme fatigue and
respiratory issues.

This is why everyone, from all

ages and backgrounds, must
strictly ~ follow  government
guidelines.

Even with lockdown easing, we
have to be vigilant at all times to
limit the spread if we are to defeat
this virus.

I know this has been an
extraordinarily difficult time for
many people in the constituency.

I know there are people who
will have lost loved ones or
themselves had the virus, and it
is why community spirit is more
important than ever.

We have so many fantastic
organisations and individuals in
our area who embody that and
I will continue doing all | can to
support them.

As ever, | am always wanting to
hear from constituents about any
issues or concerns they have.

Whilst physical surgeries are still
not possible, | ask you all to get in
touch via email at tracy.brabin.
mp@parliament.uk if there is
any way | can help.

It continues to be an incredible
honour to represent Batley &
Spen in Parliament and | look
forward to speaking up on your
behalf.

Kind Regards,

Tracy



BAME communities bear the brunt of
negative Covid-19 stories

Thousands of beachgoers have
lapped up the sunshine recently
with no social distancing in sight.

Leeds United and Liverpool

fans have celebrating their
respective success outside their
club’s stadiums, without a care
in the world, as the police looked
on despite official government
guidance stating people are not
allowed to attend such events.

Hundreds of mourners gathered
to pay their respects to 1966
World Cup winner, former Leeds
player and Republic of Ireland
Manager, Jack Charlton, again as
the police looked on.

However, the mood was not
very pleasant as national media
gathered in Blackburn, Lancashire
after 250 people who attended a
funeral at a Masjid were asked to
self- isolate after the Imam tested
positive for Covid-19.

Granted, official government
advice states that only 30 people
can attend funerals, the media
attention has raised concerns that
people from BAME communities

are being stigmatised and
scapegoated as a result of
negative stories.

The Jamia Ghosia Masjid, based
on Chester Street in Blackburn,
hosted a funeral on July 13 where
around 250 people turned up.

Locally, Kirklees Council Leader,
Shabbir Pandor has confirmed
that the council has taken
“immediate action” to prevent a
local lockdown.

The measures were being
introduced in Kirklees after 165
staff working at the Kober factory
in Cleckheaton contracted the
virus, whilst earlier this month,
workers at bed factories in
Liversedge and Batley also tested
positive.

Councillor Shabir Pandor said
the coronavirus was “still very
potent” and urged residents to
continue to follow guidelines.

“We want to ensure that
individuals and businesses feel
able to come forward in future to
report outbreaks so we can deal
with them effectively.

“To me the priority is public
safety and saving lives. Our staff
have worked very hard in rolling
out the testand trace programme.

“Our process and system is so
good that the Government has
acknowledged how quickly we
responded and put measure in
place to safeguard everyone.

“We all now need to provide
everyone with the assurance
that this is being dealt with and
the risk of this outbreak is being
contained.

“As lockdown is eased it's not
if we get another outbreak,
it's when and my fear is there
will inevitably be more cases
nationally - the positive is we
do have a local response and
measures in place to deal with it

In Leicester, the Stand Up To
Racism group has received the
backing of Leicester East MP
Claudia Webbe, local politicians,
religious leaders, community
figures and union representatives
since penning out an open letter
for the public to sign, urging
people not to pay attention
to those it says are using the
lockdown to “spread their foul
racist ideas”.

The letter reads: “Leicester
people stand together and place
responsibility for this crisis, both
in Leicester and nationally, at the
door of central Government.

“We recognise that a vocal
minority is seeking to blame,
stigmatise and scapegoat certain
communities in Leicester for the
increase in Covid-19 cases, but
we know that they are twisting
the situation to spread their foul
racist ideas.”

Prime Minister Boris Johnson

recently caused uproar by
suggesting there are “particular
problems in Leicester

implementing advice and getting
people to understand what they
were required to do.”

The anti-racism group - a
branch of the national Stand
Up To Racism movement - also
said that in taking 11 days to
announce a local lockdown, the
Government “put more lives at
risk and delayed sharing vital
information with local leaders”
and adds that Britain’s high death

rate was a “direct result of the
Government’s failure to protect
our communities”.

The letter adds: “There has been
acatalogue of failuresin providing
clear guidance, supplying PPE to
all key workers, protecting care
homes and setting up a system of
test and trace. These failures have
been compounded by a decade
of cuts and privatisation.”

Public Health England (PHE)
has disputed the claim that data
was not shared. A spokesman
said: “From the outset, PHE has
regularly and consistently shared
all of the data that we hold”

The group’s statement also says
that BAME communities have
“suffered disproportionately
during this crisis and there is
widespread concern that they
will take the brunt of the spike in
infections”.

They have also urged others
to add their names to the letter,
which calls for an immediate
publicinquiry into the“excessively
high” number of BAME deaths
resulting from the virus.

It states: “Leicester is a thriving
and diverse city with a tradition of
tolerance and respect for all our
communities. The people of this
city are the solution to the spread
of the virus, not the problem.”

A Government spokesperson
responded stating they have
provided funding to Leicester
Council to deal with the outbreak.

“We appreciate how hard this
must beforthe people of Leicester.
We are actively monitoring the
situation and Leicester City
Council has received over £20
million to deal with Covid-related
pressures,” said a spokesperson.

“It is clear that Covid-19 has

disproportionately impacted
certain  groups of people,
including those from BAME

backgrounds, and following the
findings of the Public Health
England reports published last
month, the Equalities Minister
is now taking forward vital work
to tackle these disparities and
protect our most vulnerable
communities from the impact of
the virus”
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What will Palestine look like if

2020

Israeli settlements

® |sraeli settlers:

¥ 600.000 - 750,000

Settiements are Jewish communities
bBuilt on Palestinian land.

There are between 600,000 - 750,000
Israeli settlers living in at least

250 settlements in the occupied
West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Israeli settlerments are illegal under

international law.

The current map of Palestine
looks like a mish mash of
fragments of land. This is because
over the past century it has been
carved up andfilled with hundreds
of illegal Israeli settlements and
military checkpoints.

Now, in the latest round of
Israel’s ongoing occupation and
policy of land-grabs this could
become even more disjointed as
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu wants to announce
Israel’s annexation of the Jordan
Valley and northern Dead Sea.

Annexing the Jordan Valley
would mean that Israel would
officially consider it part of the
state of Israel.

The United Nations has 193
member states. Of those, 162 (84
percent) recognise Israel and 138
(72 percent) recognise the State
of Palestine.

To understand the situation,
Paigaam has compiled a timeline
of events which date back to the
Balfour Declaration and the pre-
British mandate on Palestine.

1917 -The Balfour Declaration
& British rule

On October 31, 1917, British
forces conquered Palestine from
the Ottoman-Turks, ending 1,400
years of Islamic rule over the

region. In 1920, it began its 28-
year rule over British Mandate
Palestine.

The Balfour Declaration, which
resulted in a significant upheaval
in the lives of Palestinians, was
issued on November 2, 1917.

The declaration turned the
Zionist aim of establishing a
Jewish state in Palestine into
a reality when Britain publicly
pledged to establish “a national
home for the Jewish people”
there.

The pledge is generally viewed
as one of the main catalysts of the
Nabka - the ethnic cleansing of
Palestine in 1948 - and the conflict
that ensued with the Zionist state
of Israel.

Before the British Mandate in
Palestine, Jews made up around
six percent of the total population.

The late Awni Abd al-Hadi,
a Palestinian political figure
condemned the Balfour

Declaration in his memoirs,
saying it was made by an English
foreigner who had no claim to
Palestine, to a foreign Jew who
had no right to it.

1918-1947 - Jews arrive from
Europe

The Balfour declaration ensured
many Jews who resided in Europe
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moved to Palestine in the 1920s
and 1930s. The Jewish population
in Palestine increased from 6
percent (1918) to 33 percent
(1947).

A total of 376,415 Jewish
immigrants, mostly from Europe,
arrived in Palestine between 1920
and 1946 according to British
records. At its peakin 1935, 61,854
Jews moved to Palestine.

1947 - UN Partition Plan

Following the end of WWII, the
newly formed United Nations
proposed a plan that would grant
55 percent of historic Palestine
to a Jewish state and 45 percent
to a non-contiguous Arab one.
Jerusalem would remain under
international control.

Palestinians rejected the
proposal because it stripped
away much of the land that was
under their control. At the time,
they owned 94 percent of historic
Palestine and comprised 67
percent of the population. This
plan was never implemented on
the ground.

1948 - Palestinians expelled

On May 14, 1948, the British
Mandate  expired  triggering

the first Arab-Israeli war. Zionist
military forces expelled at least
750,000 Palestinians and captured
78 percent of historic Palestine.

The remaining 22 percent was
divided into the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

1967 - Israel occupies Gaza
and the West Bank

During the June 1967 War, Israel
occupied all of historic Palestine
and expelled a further 300,000
Palestinians from their homes.
Israel also captured the Syrian
Golan Heights in the north and
the Egyptian Sinai Peninsula in
the south.

1993 & 1995 Oslo Accords

The Oslo Accords represented
the first direct Palestinian-Israeli
peace agreement. This led to
the formation of the Palestinian
Authority (PA).

On the ground, the occupied
West Bank was divided into three
areas-A,Band C.

Area A initially comprised three
percent of the West Bank and
grew to 18 percent by 1999. In
Area A, the PA controls most
affairs.

Area B represents about 22
percent of the West Bank. In
both areas, while the PA is in



Israel annex the Jordan Valley?

charge of education, health and
the economy, the Israelis have
full control of external security,
meaning they retain the right to
enter at any time.

Area C represents 60 percent
of the West Bank. Under the Oslo
Accords, control of this area was
supposed to be handed over to
the PA. The transfer of control to
the PA did not transpire.

Israeli settlements

Israeli settlements are Jewish
communities built on Palestinian
land. There are between 600,000
- 750,000 Israeli settlers living in at
least 250 settlements (130 official,
120 unofficial) in the occupied
West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Israeli settlements are illegal
under international law as
they violate the Fourth Geneva
Convention, which  prohibits
an occupying power from
transferring its population to the
area it occupies.

In 2019, under the presidency
of Donald Trump, the US declared
that Israeli settlements on
occupied Palestinian land were
“not necessarilyillegal’, a dramatic
break from decades of US policy.

Separation wall

Since 2002, Israel has been
constructing a wall that stretches
for more than 700 kilometres.

Israel says that the wall is for
security  purposes. However,
rather than following the
internationally-recognised 1967
boundary, known as the Green
Line, 85 percent of the wall falls
within the West Bank.

This severely limits the freedom
of movement for Palestinians.

Checkpoints

There are more than 700 road
obstacles across the West Bank
including 140  checkpoints.
These  checkpoints  further
limit  Palestinian  movement.
About 70,000 Palestinians
with Israeli work permits cross
these checkpoints in their daily
commute.

Palestinian refugee camps

There are 1.5 million Palestinian

refugees living in 58 official
UN camps located throughout
Palestine and  neighbouring
countries. In total, there are

more than five million registered
Palestinian refugees mostly living
outside of these camps.

Israel’s history of annexation

Israel has unilaterally annexed
two territories in the past.

East Jerusalem (1980)

Israel occupied East Jerusalem
at the end of the 1967 War. In
1980, it passed a law making its
annexation of East Jerusalem
explicit.

Golan Heights (1981)

Israel unilaterally annexed the
Syrian Golan Heights in 1981.

Israel uses the term “applying
Israeli sovereignty” over areas it
has annexed.

In 2019 The US recognised
Israel’s annexation of the Golan
heights. It is the only country
around the world to do so.

Jerusalem

According to the international
standards, Jerusalem is a divided
city. West Jerusalem has been
Israeli territory since 1948, and
Jews are in the majority.

East Jerusalem has a Palestinian
majority and was occupied by
Israelin 1967. Since its annexation
in 1980, Israel has considered
the entire city of Jerusalem a
part of its territory. This is not
internationally recognised.

For this reason, Israeli maps do
not show East Jerusalem being a
part of the occupied West Bank.

Al-Aqsa Masjid

Located in East Jerusalem,
the Al-Agsa Masjid is the entire
compound containing al-Qibli
Masjid (grey dome) and the Dome
of the Rock (golden dome).

The compound is known to
Muslims as al-Haram al-Sharif.

The compound is similar in size
to 20 football fields.

Occupied Golan Heights

In 1967, Israel captured 70
percent of the Syrian Golan
Heights and has occupied it ever
since. In 1974, a UN observer
force was created to maintain
a ceasefire between Israel and
Syria. In 1981, Israel unilaterally
annexed the territory.

Israel’s annexation of the
Jordan Valley

The Jordan Valley makes up 30
percent of the West Bank and
constitutes half of its agricultural
land.

The  West Bank's  only
international border is with
Jordan. If Israel annexes the

Jordan Valley the entire West Bank
would be completely surrounded
by Israel. For Palestinians there
cannot be a Palestinian state
without the Jordan Valley.

Most Palestinian farmers are
not connected to the water grid
and have to rely on buying water
from tankers. Annexation would
mean that Palestinians would be
physically cut off from the Jordan
River.

According to Israeli settlement
watchdog Peace Now, the area
that Netanyahu is planning to
seize from the Jordan Valley is
larger than the area presented in
Trump’s 2020 plan.

Blockade of the Gaza Strip

The Gaza Strip has been under
an lIsraeli sea and air blockade
since 2007. Since 2008, Israel
has waged three wars on the

Palestinian  territory,  killing
thousands of people, mostly
civilians.

In 1948, the Gaza Strip had a
population of less than 100,000
people. Today it is home to two
million, 64 percent of whom are
refugees.

Where are the Palestinians
today?

There are about 13 million
Palestinians today, according to

the Palestinian Central Bureau
of Statistics. Around half of the
Palestinian population lives in
historic Palestine which includes
three million in the West Bank
and East Jerusalem, two million
in Gaza and 1.9 million Palestinian
citizens of Israel. A further 5.6
million Palestinians live in Arab
countries with the remaining
700,000 living in other countries
around the world.

Where are the Jews today?

According to Israel’s Central
Bureau of Statistics there are
about 14.7 million Jews around
the world today. Of these, 6.7
million live in Israel, 5.7 million in
the US, 450,000 in France, 329,000
in Canada, 292,000 in the UK,
180,000 in Argentina and 165,000
in Russia.

Burial contact
numbers

FOR DEATH AND BURIAL RELATED
ASSISTANCE PLEASE CALL:
ASSISTANCE PLEASE CONTACT:

EBRAHIMBHAI CHOPDAT

07980 381197

GULAMBHAI MANIYAR

07801 825691

NAZIR DAUD

07790776102

Please note the
Kirklees Council
Burial fee is £2164.

Donations towards
the running and cost
of the funeral van is

most appreciated.
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Postmasters welcome Post Office
£58 million compensation offer

A Batley sub-postmaster has
welcomed the Post Office’s
decision to pay £58 million
compensation to hundreds of sub
postmasters it wrongly accused of
theft and false accounting which
was in fact caused by a defective
computer system.

More than 550 sub postmasters
brought group action against
the Post Office over the Horizon
IT system, which it introduced
between 1999 and 2000.

The class action, led by six
initial lead claimants, alleged the
Horizon system caused shortfalls
in their financial accounts,
which led to some being jailed
for offences including false
accounting, fraud and theft, while
others were made bankrupt.

They accused the Post Office
of failing to provide adequate
training in the use of Horizon,
failing to investigate the cause of
alleged shortfalls and misleading
them about the reliability of the
system.

The Post Office had vigorously
defended the case and said
Horizon worked properly.

However, they recently

announced that they had agreed
a settlement package of £57.75
subpostmasters

million  with

to be divided between the 550
claimants on the merits of each of
their cases.

Ismail Loonat who is a Branch
Manager at Batley Post Office
and has been a Postmaster for 26
years told Paigaam that he was
one of the lucky ones who were
not pursued.

“The issue with Horizon IT
was identified by a group who
challenged this error which had
been going on for many years and
Post Office still maintain till today
that Horizion is safe and secure,
luckily for us our Batley Post Office
on commercial Street Batley
have not identified any error to
our system for that period time.
Therefore, we will not be receiving
any compensation payments
from the Post Office.

“We do welcome the Post
Office’s decision to resolve these
issues  but like any business,
documents relating to 2009
onwards have already been
disposed of and usually we only
keep 3 to 5 years of documents,
I'm sure the Post Office do have
the relevant technology to check
for any shortages or errors and
compensate them accordingly.”

Among the subpostmasters who
suffered from the accusations

of dishonesty was Rubbina
Shaheen, who kept a post office
in Shrewsbury.

Mrs Shaheen, 54, who kept

Greenfields Post Office in
Shrewsbury, was jailed for
12 months in 2010 for false
accounting.

They were granted appeals
following a ruling by High Court
judge Mr Justice Fraser that the
Horizon system could have led to
people being wrongly accused.

Mrs Shaheen will not receive
any of the money as she was not
part of the group litigation, but
is seeking to have her conviction
overturned through the Criminal
Cases Review Commission.

Mrs Shaheen said she was
delighted that the Post Office had
agreed to settle, and would now
consider launching her own claim
against the Post Office.

“I'm relieved and over the moon,”
said Mrs Shaheen, 54.

“It was the best present ever, |
feel vindicated. Hopefully it will
help me now in overturning the
conviction!”

Seema Misra was sentenced to
15 months in prison in 2010 after
being found guilty of stealing
£78,000 from the post office she
ran in West Byfleet, Surrey.

She was sent to prison on her
son’s 10th birthday and was eight
weeks' pregnant at the time,
later suffering the indignity of
having her baby in hospital while
wearing a tag.

After being released from prison
for good behaviour after four
months Mrs Misra and her family
moved house because of the
abuse they received in the street.

In March, a High Court judge
ruled in the first of at least three
planned trials in the litigation,
resolving most issues in favour of
the sub postmasters.

The Post Office have launched a
scheme to assess independently
applications from postmasters
who  believe  they  have
experienced shortfalls related to
previous versions of the Horizon
system. The Historical Shortfall
Scheme is open for applications
from current and  former
postmasters.

Eligible applications will be
assessed by an independent
advisory panel.

You will find all the information
you need about the scheme at:
www.onepostoffice.co.uk.
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Batley man with ‘Awesome Beard’
wows HRH Prince William

A few months ago, the country
clapped for NHS and health
workers, wrote hopeful messages
for them and put signs on their
windows saluting them and also
donated food for them.

An outpouring of public support
may have helped maintain
the spirits and well-being of
health care workers as they
faced working all out during the
coronavirus pandemic.

However, as the salutes fade into
memory, and COVID-19 cases and
hospitalisations fall across the UK,
Paigaam speaks to 49-year-old
mental health expert, Sajid Daji
about working as a health care
worker during the Covid-19 crisis.

Mr Daji, who is a team leader for
the adult health and social care
charity, Making Space, manages
three local support services:
Kirklees Floating Support which is
part of a consortium with Kirklees,
Better Outcomes Partnership
(KBOP), and supported living
schemes in Kirklees and Leeds.

His role entails managing a team
of mental health workers that
provide person-centred support
to those who are extremely
vulnerable in the form of advice
and support around housing,
health & wellbeing, education,
training and employment.

Discussing the unique
challengesinrelation to delivering
care and support during the
covid-19 pandemic, Sajid says
a Zoom conversation with non-
other than Prince William, ensured
his team of dedicated health care
workers-turned-heroes received
the recognition they thoroughly
deserved.

The call was set up by the Care
Workers  Charity, which was
founded in 2009 to support
current and former care workers
with one-off crisis grants and
advice. The charity has set up
a coronavirus care workers
emergency fund to provide
financial aid to care workers who
are self-isolating.

Sajid was asked if he would
be interested in joining a zoom
call with Prince William, to

discuss the unique challenges
his organisation faced whilst
delivering care and support
during the coronavirus pandemic.

“l said | would happy to take
part,” said Sajid.

“His Royal Highness wanted
to find out directly from those
on the frontline whether their
experience of working in social
care had altered during the
pandemic, and how they were
looking after their own mental
health and wellbeing.”

And although he was nervous,
Sajid maintains that he was
excited to meet him.

“The call was confidential so
only close family members and
a small number of colleagues
knew, which only added to the
anticipation | was feeling”

Prince William asked Sajid and
his team about how they had to
adapt in order to work differently
and continue supporting people
given the challenges of lockdown
and social distancing.

Sajid explained: “I spoke to him
about my experience of looking
after my workers during the crisis.

“I shared with Prince William and
the other callers about the fact
that it was very important that
each and every member of our
team did not feel isolated, so as
a team we supported each other
by sending each other WhatsApp
and text messages and generally
try to keep each other going.

“l shared just how important it
is for us as a team to protect and
look after ourselves, because if
we're not well, we can’t look after
someone else.”

Although the call was supposed
to last around 45 minutes, Sajid
and his team carried on talking to
Prince William for over an hour.

“At the end of the call, His Royal
Highness thanked us and all
the other care workers for the
fantastic job we are doing and
that it was hugely appreciated
and acknowledged.

“When the call finished, | was
so pleased that | had got the
opportunity to meet and speak
with Prince William. The time

he took to meet and talk with
us just shows how much social
care means to him and the Royal
Family. His sincere thanks were
very much appreciated and the
profile this discussion will give
social care is exactly what our
sector needs.

Before the call ended, Sajid
alluded to a potential claim to
fame as he was singled out for
particular praise by HRH. “The
Prince complimented me on my
awesome beard and asked me
how fasting was going during
social distancing as the call took
place in Ramadan. | think Prince
William has a very promising
future as king.”

Having worked for Making
Space for over 10 years, Sajid
explains how the Warrington
headquartered company has
supported a number of projectsin
Heckmondwike and Huddersfield
that provide housing and well-
being support for those with
enduring mental health issues.

“Making Space operates a range
of residential accommodation,
day care, dementia projects and
a network of support staff who
provide advice and assistance to
carers in the north of England.

“As a national charity, we are a
leading provider of health and
social care services. We have been
helping adults with care and
support needs, and their carers,
to lead independent and fulfilling
lives for more than 35 years.

“Our high quality, person-
centred services and
accommodation support adults
of all ages who are living with
mental health conditions,
learning disabilities, dementia
and older people with age related
concerns.”

The organisation also works
hand in hand with the Kirklees
Better Outcomes Partnership, a
social enterprise set up to support
vulnerable people across Kirklees
including Batley and Dewsbury
in order to help service users
develop the skills they need to
live independently.

“All our projects are excellent

and provide amazing support
to our client group. This is an
exciting new way of working in
partnership and collaborating
to deliver better outcomes for
vulnerable people in Kirklees,
added Sajid.

Even though the Covid-19 crisis
is seemingly entering its final
phase, Sajid believes Making
Space will continue serving the
community in a positive manner.

“The service provides a
whole range of support from
accessing and sustaining suitable
accommodation, help  with
accessing treatment and services
to improve health and wellbeing.

“In addition, support in relation
to possible volunteering,
education and training
opportunities are also available
along with the relevant support
and guidance in relation to
finding meaningful employment
and a specialist domestic violence
service!”

When asked about the Zoom
call with Prince William, Karolina
Gerlich, executive director of the
Care Workers Charity, said the call
was a fantastic opportunity to
shine a light on the amazing work
of care workers.

“We really appreciate Saj's input
on how supported living schemes
are coping with the current
situation. HRH took time to find
out what it was like working in
care, hear some of the challenges
and recognise the important job
our care workers do.”

Rachel Peacock, CEO, Making
Space, said the organisation was
proud to have Mr Daji explain
what Making Space is all about.

“We were very proud to have
Saj represent our organisation
to Prince William. That he talked
about looking after his team
is testament to his caring and
empathic working style”

You can call the Kirklees
Better Outcome Partnership on
07562252940 from 8am-8pm
seven days a week for support
on issues including benefits,
housing, food provision and
accessing medication.
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" Mother
Hubbards

Famous Fish & Chips

Since 1972

604 BRADFORD ROAD,
BATLEY WF17 8HA T:01924 471555

BRADFORD | LEEDS | BATLEY | HALIFAX | WAKEFIELD

01924 456 786.

- * CATERING
' TE “Packaging for food"” |
* GuLasses Now IN STDCI{
sales@aicdp.com www.alcdp.com  Provooe ot Hey Sest Base
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NOT HAVING YOUR FIRE/BOILER SERVICED CAN BE FATAL
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU HAD YOURS CHECKED?

I B GAS SERVICES

©® FIRES ® BOILERS ® WATER HEATERS , ETC
© LANDLORD CERTIFICATES AND CONTRACT
WORK NEGOTIABLE ® GAS SAFETY CHECKS
©® INSTALLATIONS AND PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Contact ISHAQ on:

| Foods

| Waiters

| Kitchen Staff

| Cutlery & Crockery
| Buffets Venue

07890403647 or 01924 509781 21:,8'5','5

ARCHITECTS

Hamid Dhorat RIBA ARB MCIOB
BA(Hons)MArch Architecture

RIBA Chartered Architect

Architecture « Design « Planning Permi
Building Regulation « Structural Engineering
Extensions « Conversions « New Build « Residential
Commercial « Industrial » Full Architectural Services

www.dkarchitects.net
01924 477212
07718 990668
info@dkarchitects.net

Local Offices at Batley Business
Park Suite 4 Technology Drive
Batley WF17 6ER

FREE PHONE
0800 505 3229

wanw. loonatcs. oo, Uk
Unit BEC | Savile Stract | B 2y | WFI1T 815
info@loonatcs.co.uk
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Kirklees taking action to save
lives and avoid a lockdown

Kirklees Council has confirmed
it is taking “immediate action”
to save lives and avoid a local
lockdown after a spike in
coronavirus cases.

The measures are being
introduced in Kirklees after a
number of outbreaks at a number
of factories.

Last month, it was confirmed
165 staff working at the Kober
factory in Cleckheaton had
contracted the virus, while earlier
this month, workers at bed
factories in Liversedge and Batley
also tested positive.

The council is focusing its efforts
on the worst hit areas which are
the Ravensthorpe, Savile Town,
Mount Pleasant and Batley Carr
areas where an increase in testing
has been made available.

An additional mobile testing
unit (MTU) is available in Batley at
Wards Hill car park. The existing
MTU in Dewsbury has moved to
Cliffe Street car park. The units
will be available for anyone who
thinks they have symptoms to get

An outreach operation in
the areas that have been most
affected by COVID-19 is already
underway with local councillors
leading hundreds of council
staff in dispensing public health
advice to residents and working
with families and communities
on how they can keep themselves
and their loved ones safe as
lockdown eases.

The council is looking to focus
on people in the 20-40 years
old age group. Staff will talk
to voluntary and community
organisations about how they
can work together to stay safe.

It is envisaged that the increase
in testing in the affected areas
will give local people and
public health officials a better
understanding of how the virus
is affecting communities in North
Kirklees.

The council’s action includes
mobilising its staff to work with
business owners in areas with the
highest rates about how they can
stay safe as lockdown eases.

165 staff working at the Kober
factory in Cleckheaton had
contracted the virus, while earlier
this month, workers at bed
factories in Liversedge and Batley
also tested positive.

Rachel Spencer-Henshall,
director of public health for
Kirklees, said that although the
number of people affected were
relatively small, there is no room
for complacency.

Ms  Spencer-Henshall  said:
“We are very likely to see
infection rates go up and down
in communities and pockets in
different parts of Kirklees in the
coming weeks and months.

“We are talking about relatively
small  numbers of positive
cases but there is no room for
complacency. The council and
its partners have thousands of
interactions with people and
communities every day. We
will make the most of those
conversations, and create more,
so that everyone understands
their role in stopping the spread

Prime Minister, Boris Johnson
also paid tribute to the mannerin
which Kirklees Council contained
the rise in infections.

Speaking at a Downing Street
press briefing, he said: “At the
start of the pandemic, we knew
far less about the spread of the
virus and we had to take blanket
national measures.

“National lockdown was
undoubtedly the right thing to do
and has saved many thousands of
lives.

“Now, however, we know more
about the virus, we understand
the epidemiology better and our
intelligence about where it is
spreading is vastly improved.

“That means we can control it
through targeted local action
instead””

He also said there had been
‘troubling trends’ over the
number in Bradford and this
has resulted in community faith
leaders getting the message to
people on how to tackle the virus.

a test.

Last month,

it was confirmed of COVID-19!

Foothall to restart Soon at the
Al Hikmah Gentre

We are delighted to be re-opening our
refurbished sports hall facilities once again
and look forward to seeing you all soon!

Having spent over £10,000 on international
standard lighting systems, a refurbished office
along with a new heating system, it is only a
matter of time before the provision of football
and multiple indoor sports begins once again.

We continue to work hard to ensure that the
transition towards reopening our facilities, as
part of the wider centre reopening.

We will reopen in accordance with
government guidelines to provide a safe and
planned COVID-secure environment, with staff
trained to give the best possible experience.

We are very excited to be making plans for
our reopening and to welcome you back as
we strongly believe that sport and physical
activity plays a vital part in looking after our
wellbeing.
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We cannot wait to welcome you back to our
wide range of sporting facilities and to help
you get back to keeping fit and healthy with
us.

We would like to offer our most heartfelt
gratitude to all our sports hall users for your
continued support and understanding in such
uncertain times and to thank our colleagues
who are working hard to ensure service users
get the support that is needed throughout
this period.

Please be advised, indoor football slots are
available to book with no payment required
as opening dates will be announced in due
course.

Due to social distancing, we will be limiting
the number of spectators to attend once

we re-open. Yours and the safety of others
is of paramount important to us and please
allow us to maintain this effectively.
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Congregational prayers
resume in Batley and Dewshury

Masjids across Batley and
Dewsbury opened their doors to
congregational prayers for the
first time since the coronavirus
lockdown.

Worshippers welcomed the
move by partaking in praying
to the Almighty and thanking
him for opening the doors of the
Masjids once again.

All places of worship have been
closed since the Prime Minister
announced the lockdown on
Monday, March 23, and it has
been a very difficult period for
Muslims, especially with the
month of Ramadan and then the
celebration of Eid.

Usually, Masjids are full with
worshippers during Ramadan
and the build up to Eid, but that
was not been allowed to be the

case this year.

Places of worship opened for
private worship from Monday
June, June the 15th, whilst the
green light for congregational
prayers to commence once again
was given for the 4th of July.

Mohsin Pandor, a worshipper at
Mount Pleasant Masjid explained
how a number of Friday prayers
had to be held in order to follow
the rules and regulations as set
out by the government.

“It  went really well and
everyone was following all the
rules and regulations as we had
requested. Anyone we could not
accommodate on the first prayers
was told to come back in an hour
when there was space. We are
really pleased it ran so smoothly.”

A worshipper at Dark Lane

Masjid  told Paigaam about
how the executive committee
asked those who attended
Friday prayers to adhere to
social distancing rules by not
congregating outside the Masjid
once prayers are completed.

“The Imaam saheb thanked
worshippers for their cooperation
and once again asked people to
adhere to social distancing rules
both in and outside of the Masjid
by maintaining a safe distance at
all times and not engaging in any
conversation outside the Masjid
in order to protect the public.

“Children under 10 were not
allowed and worshippers also
had to bring their own prayer
mats.”’

At Taylor Street Masjid helpers
wearing masks ensured all

attendees were adhering to strict
guidelines by donning masks
themselves.

A worshipper attending the
mosque said: “It was wonderful
to be able to pray Jummah at the
mosque again and | am delighted
to see so many people today.
People were just so happy to be
back at the Masjid more than
anything else and these new rules
and guidelines are a small price
to pay for the opportunity to be
here”

Henry Street Masjid had a large
number of volunteers at hand
throughout Jummah prayers
with worshippers required to
don facemasks and have their
temperature taken.
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Paigaam Sport: Liverpool
Foothall Club back on their

perch

Finally, on the evening of the
25th June 2020 wild celebrations
took place up and down the
country and all over the world as
the long overdue wait had finally
come to an end.

After a 30-year wait, Liverpool
Football Club have been crowned
the champions of England.

The passionate and loyal
support is like no other. None
more so than from the countless
number of Liverpool fans within
Batley and Dewsbury who follow
the reds both at home and in

Europe.
Liverpool's  triumph is a
momentous triumph for the

club and their fans, who grew
accustomed to success they
attained in the 1970s and 1980s,
including a run between the
1972-73 and 1990-91 seasons in
which they failed to finish first or
second in the league only once.

This wait has felt like torture
at times, especially when they
have had to endure watching
arch Manchester United amass
title after title during the last 3
decades.

For every Liverpool fan, every
season started with a great deal of
hope with fans often proclaiming
‘this year is going to be our year,
only to endure disappointed year
after year with the reds failing to
clinch the Premier League title.

However, Liverpool have come
close a number of times. They
have finished second in the
Premier League four times. Gerard
Houllier (2001-02) and Rafael
Benitez (2008-09) both took them
close. Famously, in the 2013-14
season, Brendan Rodgers’ side
looked as though they were
going to take the crown but a
late-season slump - synonymous
with a Steven Gerrard slip that
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enabled Chelsea to score and
win at Anfield - leaving the reds
to fall agonisingly short once
again.

The appointment of Jurgen
Klopp has been pivotal to
Liverpool’s rise in recent seasons.

The German arrived at Anfield
in October 2015 following the
sacking of Rodgers with the
club 10th in the Premier League.
During his first press conference
he mentioned that he wanted
Liverpool fans to change their
mindset from doubters to
believers.

Last season, they racked up a
stunning 97 points, losing only
one game all campaign, but had
the misfortune of coming up
againstan even better Manchester
City side, who beat them to the
title by a point. No side had ever
earned so many points without
winning the league.

That déja vu feeling amongst
LFC fans was all too common at
the end of last season, rival fans
were all too quick to roll out all the
old jokes and the wait continued
on for yet another season.

This season they continued
where they left off and got
stronger and stronger each
match, racking up win after win.
Their rivals could not keep up and
at one point they had stretched
out a 25-point lead.

There was genuine excitement
from the fans that finally ‘this
could be our year".

However there had been too
many false dawns and fans tried
to keep their emotions in check.
The suspension of football in
March due to the global COVID-19
pandemic added to the agony
for fans with Liverpool only 6
points short of claiming the title.
It seemed that the wait had to go
on.

The eventual resumption of
football allowed the fans to dream
once more.

They have had other silverware
in the past 30 years, winning three
FA Cups, four League Cups, a Uefa
Cup, the Champions League twice
- the latest coming last season
under Klopp - as well as three
Super Cups and one Club World
Cup. But it was always the League
Title that remained elusive until
now.

Dalglish  delivered Liverpool
their 16th, 17th and 18th league
titles and now, after 30 years, they
have found a fitting successor to
provide them with their 19th.

Therefore, It was only fitting that
the last word went to King Kenny
who told BT Sport: “Onwards and
upwards. We have a lot more
happy days to look forward to as
long as Jurgen is here”

Let's hope the next Premier
League trophy will not take as
long as 30 years.
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The science behind facemasks

As we see light at the end of the tunnel in
relation to the coronavirus, the Government
announced that from July 24 it will be man-
datory for all shoppers to wear a face mask
and those who refuse to do so will be fined
up to £100.

Health Secretary Matt Hancock said the
policy would be in place in England for the
“foreseeable future’, however, the rules do
not apply to all.

Who is exempt from the rule?

The Government said you do not need to
wear a face-covering if you have a legitimate
reason not to. This could be:

If you are a child under the age of 11.

If you are not able to put on, wear or remove
a face covering because of a physical or men-
tal illness or impairment, or disability.

If putting on, wearing or removing a face
covering will cause you severe distress.

If you are travelling with or providing assis-
tance to someone who relies on lip-reading
to communicate.

To avoid harm or injury, or the risk of harm
or injury, to yourself or others.

To avoid injury, or to escape a risk of harm,
and you do not have a face-covering with
you.

When you need to eat or drink.

To take medication.

If a police officer or other official requests
you remove your face covering.

There are also scenarios when you are per-
mitted to remove a face covering when asked:

If asked to do so by shop staff for the pur-
pose of age identification

If speaking with people who rely on lip
reading, facial expressions and clear sound.
Some may ask you, either verbally or in writ-
ing, to remove a covering to help with com-
munication

In addition, you do not have to wear one on
public transport under the following circum-
stance:

A person in an allocated cabin, berth or
other similar accommodation, when they are
in that accommodation alone or only with
members of their own household or support
bubble.

A person who boards a service in a vehicle
and remains in that vehicle whilst using the
service, and the vehicle is not itself used for
the provision of a public transport service.

An employee of the operator of the relevant
public transport service who is acting in the
course of their employment.

Any other person providing services under
arrangements made with the operator of the
relevant public transport service who is act-
ing in the provision of those services.

A constable or police community support

office acting in the course of their duty.

An emergency responder (other than a con-
stable) acting in their capacity as an emer-
gency responder.

A relevant official (an inspector or surveyor
of ships, a pilot of a ship, a civil aviation in-
spector or a border force officer) acting in the
course of their employment or their duties.

What is a face covering?

The Government said in the context of
the coronavirus outbreak, a face covering is
something which safely covers the nose and
mouth.

You can buy reusable or single-use face cov-
erings or use a scarf, bandana, religious gar-
ment or hand-made cloth covering but these
must securely fit around the side of the face.

Face coverings are not classified as PPE (per-
sonal protective equipment) which is used in
a limited number of settings to protect wear-
ers against hazards and risks, such as surgical
masks or respirators used in medical and in-
dustrial settings.

The Government said: “Face coverings are
instead largely intended to protect others,
not the wearer, against the spread of infec-
tion because they cover the nose and mouth,
which are the main confirmed sources of
transmission of virus that causes coronavirus
infection.

“If you wish to find out more about the
differences between surgical face masks,
PPE face masks, and face coverings see the
MHRA’s (Medicines and Healthcare prod-
ucts Regulatory Agency) regulatory status of
equipment being used to help prevent coro-
navirus (COVID-19)”

What is the reason for using face cover-
ings?

Covid-19 can spread predominantly by
droplets from coughs, sneezes and speaking.
These droplets can also be picked up from
surfaces.

The Government said:“This is why social dis-
tancing, regular hand hygiene, and covering
coughs and sneezes is so important in con-
trolling the spread of the virus.

“The best available scientific evidence is
that, when used correctly, wearing a face-cov-
ering may reduce the spread of coronavirus
droplets in certain circumstances, helping to
protect others.”

How to wear a face-covering:

The Government said a face covering
should:

Cover your nose and mouth while allowing
you to breathe comfortably.

Fit comfortably but securely against the
side of the face.

Be secured to the head with ties or ear loops.

Be made of a material that you find to be

comfortable and breathable, such as cotton.

Ideally include at least two layers of fabric
(the World Health Organisation recommends
three depending on the fabric used).

Unless disposable, it should be able to be
washed with other items of laundry accord-
ing to fabric washing instructions and dried
without causing the face-covering to be
damaged.

When removing a face-covering:

Only handle the straps, ties or clips.

Do not share with someone else to use.

If single-use, dispose of it carefully in a resid-
ual waste bin and do not recycle.

If reusable, wash it in line with manufactur-
er's instructions at the highest temperature
appropriate for the fabric

Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and
water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser
once removed

When to wear a face-covering

Different regulations exist for wearing face
coverings in different parts of the UK and
there are differences between English, Noth-
ern Irish, Scottish and Welsh laws.

In England, you must by law wear a face-cov-
ering on public transport and in shops and
supermarkets and takeaways.

The Government said: “Measures can be tak-
en if people do not comply with this law.

“Transport operators can deny service or di-
rect someone to wear a face covering. If nec-
essary, the police and Transport for London
authorised officers can issue fines of £100
(halving to £50 if paid within 14 days).“Shops
and supermarkets will be expected to encour-
age compliance with the law (as they would
do more generally) and can refuse entry. In
both cases, if necessary, the police have the
powers to enforce these measures, including
through issuing a fine of £100 (halving to £50
if paid within 14 days).

“You are also strongly encouraged to wear a
face-covering in other enclosed public spac-
es where social distancing may be difficult
and where you come into contact with peo-
ple you do not normally meet”
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Lt Prize:
1 large family size pizza.
+ Trophy

ind Prize: Trophy
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INLCTWFUOENOZLTI £ Prize: Trophy
OCDDZGRHLJXTNHIBU by Pizza 6060 Trophies sponsored by
YNCENTECSRTEFSODKX Pick up ONLY IMWS
DBWEKREZRDNUNYTINIKZ
DOOGPSISTHYDEWT
WLOPHPTRTLUETGSZT
FVBQOWVAFIERTWN
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KZIROMNCYDYTOES
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CARING HONEST RESPECTFUL | |
CONSIPERATE KIND SYMPATHY —
FRIENDPLY NICE TRUE =
GENTLE PLEASANT TRUSTWORTHY P ‘
¢00p POLITE UNPERSTANDING
Solve any puzzle and send it in to WIN a PRIZE!!! Lli'}
WI l =
Vinner! T

15 M. Husain Daji
(Batley)

2nJ Ahmad Raja
(Batley)

3 " Jomail Mullah
(Batley)

Please collect your prizes from the
Al-Hikmah Centre.

Terms and conditions apply Full Nawe:

Name and address of winning entries will be published. Age limit 13.
Please send this page with your Address .

name, address, postcode, age and telephone number
before 20th August 2020 to:

Kiddies Competition, Al-Hikmah Centre, . .
28 Track Road, Batley, West Yorkshire, WF17 7AA Postcode. Va’re.

Age: Tel. No.:
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Paigaam 5 “Star Reviews

The most ardent coffee connoisseur can be seen

9 queuing up to get a taste of the suitably Indian Karak
ove a ra o ee H Coffee from Chaiwala.

Not one single time when we have ordered cups
have we found the need to question the quality of the
this smooth drink..

Let’s face it though, it is Karak Coffee, so even
Manchester United’s David De Gea could mess this
up and that’s saying something!

Its full of flavour and when it is served piping hot, it
is really cranked up for maximum strength devoid of
any nasty aftertaste.

The only downer is that you will have to pay £1.50 a
cup. However, it is rather reasonable when compared
to the extortionate prices at Starbucks and Costa!

. A HFH ,..ll“"“x,..-"
ol Ly N PN

Rating: 4 stars

Foodies can rejoice as Chumchee’s have found what

" chumchee’s at can only be described as an unbelivable burger!

Forget about Liverpool’s 2019 Champions League
win or the most luscious selection of Huda makeup

champions that you have been gifted.
We are talking about the Creme De la creme of
League level!

burgers!
Once we sampled the Piri Piri burger it was evident
that there is nothing else like it in the area.
Theinspired flavour and the alluring texture ensured
that this burger is like no other. For more information
visit: www.chumcheesonline.co.uk

a2 47 &) & 4

Do you have a sweet tooth? If so, log into your
’_ Instagram page and look up @Sweetsand_candy and
check out some of the most sought after American
sweets available on this side of the pond!

From Grab ‘n’ Go bags that are available for £2.50
which come with a plethora of American candies.
Now that is mouth watering!

It is possible to choose subtle treats whilst also
celebrating the exuberance of chocolate, drinks and
so much more!

To find out more, check out sweetsand_candy on
Instagram and order some of the best candy ever!

~ S NN
4 P~ o~

Rating: 5 stars
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Paigaam Legal GColumn

COVID -19 Court Rules
on Status of Furloughed
Employees

Many companies have entered
administration in response to
the COVID-19 crisis but have
retained furloughed employees
in the hope that they will emerge
from lockdown to a brighter
future. In a case which will have
major consequences for vast
numbers of such workers, the
Court of Appeal has ruled on
the legal consequences of such
arrangements.

The case concerned a high
street retailer which appointed
administrators and furloughed
over 13,000 employees. Almost
all of them accepted an effective
pay cut, in that they would only
receive 80 per cent of their wages,
up to a maximum of £2,500 a
month, in accordance with the
government’s furlough scheme.
Their incomes would not be
topped up by the administrators.

That gave rise to an issue as
to whether the administrators
had adopted the workers
employment  contracts. The
effect of such an adoption would
ordinarily be that wages and
salaries, together with some
other amounts such as sick and
holiday pay, would be payable as
expenses of the administration.
Satisfaction of those liabilities
would thus take priority over the
demands of unsecured creditors
and many of the costs and
expenses of the administration.

Following a hearing, a judge
declined to make a final
declaration as to whether the
employment contracts had been
adopted. However, he ruled that
that was likely to be the case and
authorised the administrators
to act accordingly. The decision
was of practical assistance to the
administrators, in that it enabled

’

them to proceed on the basis that
adoption had occurred without
fear of incurring personal liability
to creditors and others for doing
so.

In challenging the judge’s
ruling, the administrators pointed
out that the employees were
not providing, and were not
permitted to provide, any services
to the company whilst they were
furloughed. Their remuneration
was limited to the extent of
available government funding
and the retailer was merely acting
as a conduit for that funding.
Although it was hoped that the
retailer would continue as a going
concern when the lockdown was
lifted, a decision could not be
made as to whether to keep on
the employees until after the
furlough scheme ended.

Giving a definitive answer to
the issue and dismissing the
appeal, the Court found that
the administrators had clearly
adopted the contracts of the
furloughed employees. Sums that
they received under the scheme
would be paid to them by the
retailer and their entitlement to
them derived exclusively from
their employment contracts.
They remained bound by their
contracts, save that they were
not obliged to be available for

work during the furlough period,
and they would be required to
return to work when the retailer
reopened its stores.

The tax position of both
employees and retailer also
indicated that the contracts

had been adopted. Money that
the employees received under
the scheme would be subject
to Income Tax which would be
deducted at source under the
PAYE system in the ordinary
way. Such remuneration would
be treated as an expense of the
retailer’s trade and payments that
it received from the government
under the scheme would be
chargeable to Corporation Tax.
The Court noted that, given the
agreement of the vast majority
of the employees to accept
part-payment of their wages
whilst they are on furlough, the
financial impact of its ruling on
the retailer would be modest.
It accepted that there might
be good policy reasons why
the administrators should not
be taken to have adopted the
employment contracts. However,
such an outcome could not be
accommodated under the law as
it stands.

Well done hurial volunteers

Losing a loved one is one of the
most difficult things we have to
go through in life.

According to Islamic tradition,
the ritual washing (Ghusal),
shrouding the body with pieces
of cloth, which is known as
Kafan and the funeral prayer
of the deceased person is the
responsibility of the Muslim
community

In relation to burying those who
have succumbed to Covid-19,
whether in Muslim or non-Muslim
majority  countries,  Muslims
Jurists known as Muftis have
developed guidance to assist in
this difficult pandemic.

Therefore, the IMWS Burial
Committee has taken the
initiative by training specialist
body handlers with special

personal protective equipment,

such as gloves, special masks,
face shields, body gowns and
goggles, thus making sure all the
handlers will hopefully minimise
any possible contamination.

Due to governmental Covid-19
regulations, funeral prayers are
limited to immediate members
of the family only and with social
distancing.

Filling a grave by soil is usually
done by hand to gain more
reward. However, due to the
current situation, a tractor is used
to refill the soil.

Towns such as Batley have
seen volunteers from the Muslim
Community take a great deal of
responsibility in order to make
sure the burial process is done
with dignity and as quickly as

possible.

Statistics released in June by
the Office for National Statistics
showed that from the start of
March until May the mortality
rate from Covid -19 was highest

among Muslim  populations
compared to any other religious
group.

The ONS also said a substantial
part of the difference in mortality
between religious groups is
explained by the different
circumstances in which members
of these groups are known to live,
for example, living in areas with
higher levels of socio-economic
deprivation.

According to the Muslim Council
of Britain 46 percent of the UK's
Muslim population reside in 10
percent of the poorest local
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authorities in England.

In contrast, only 0.9 percent live
in the most affluent areas.

What can we learn from this
pandemic? Communities have
to come together and help our
fellow citizens in whatever way
they can.

But most importantly, we
require a pool of new young
volunteers to come and take over.

IMWS would like to thank all
those people who have assisted
in the burial process.

IMWS would also like to thank
our community, who have faced
adversity in the form of this
awful virus yet remain steadfast
even when their loved ones have
passed away.
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