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2.0 Disclaimer
Status of Document




This document is guidance only.
The management committee must implement this based on their specific
satiation.
Specific Fiqh question must be addressed to local Muftis

Government guidance



Situation is changing daily hence all the latest government guidelines MUST be
followed.
In the event of contradiction between this document and the Government
guidelines, Government guidelines MUST take precedence.

Translation
In the event of a contradiction between English and Urdu, the Urdu will take
precedence.

For more guidance and update on COVID-19 reference should be made
to government websites1.
1

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/primary-care/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/coronavirus.htm
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3.0 Introduction
All praises are for the Almighty and salutations be upon the final Prophet Mohammed ( ),
after who no other Prophet will be born. “If Allah should touch you with adversity, there is
no remover of it except Him “(Quran 10:107).
Human beings are usually afflicted by disasters which they can see in the form of tsunamis,
earthquakes, fires and so on. However the corona virus (COVID-19) is so small that it can
only be seen by an electron microscope. Its diameter is in the region of 120 nm. The COVID19 outbreak has been declared a pandemic by the World Health Organisation (WHO).

As Muslims, our response to the pandemic is based on five principles.
1) Nothing happens without the will of Allah
Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has ordained for us (Quran 9:51). This
pandemic sweeping across the world makes us feel as if the virus is indiscriminate and
uncontrollable. As Muslims, we believe Allah is the master of the Universe. He is in
absolute control and no virus can spread outside the control of Allah. Nothing happens
naturally except it is ordained by Allah.

2) Act responsibly
i.
ii.

So not cause harm, nor harm yourself (Muatta Imam Malik). From this hadith we have
two parallel responsibilities;
Do not harm others by exposing them to the virus if you are affected.
Do not harm yourself by neglecting to adopt adequate measures to protect yourself from
those affected.

3) Adopt adequate precautionary measures
Flee from communicable disease as you would run away from a lion (Bukhari). This hadith
shows that we should respond to communicable diseases with absolute urgency and use
all our resources and energies to protect ourselves in the same way we would if we are
pursued by a lion. Just as we cannot run away fast enough from an approaching lion, in
the same way we will not be overreacting if we take measures to protect ourselves from
the virus.

4) Remain positive and optimistic that a cure will be found
Allah has sent down both the disease and the cure. And he has appointed a cure for every
disease, so treat yourselves medically, but use nothing unlawful (Abu Dawood). Islam
encourages society to conduct scientific research and discover remedies for diseases that
afflict humans. The concept of incurable deceases is thus alien to the teachings of Islam.

5) Guard against becoming paranoid
And whoever is conscious of Allah, He will make a way out for him (from every difficulty)
And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine (Quran 65:2-3). The fear of
contracting the virus should not drive us to act irrationally, or to lose hope in the mercy
of Allah. Always adopt a positive outlook regardless of the situation you are in. Amazing
is the affair of a believer, verily all their affairs are good and this is not for no one except
the believer. If something good happens to them, they are grateful and that is good for
them. If something of harm befalls them, they are patient and this is good for them
(Muslim).
Draft - 18/03/2020
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4.0 How COVID-19 Spreads
The COVID-19 virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.
• Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet).
• Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or
sneezes.
• Through touching infected surfaces.
These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly
be inhaled into the lungs.
It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that
has the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes.
With this in mind we present below practical approaches during the pandemic period
to ensure the long term preservation of life.

5.0 Guidance
This practical guidance answers specific questions posed to Muftiyaan E Kiraam. The
following questions have been addressed in this guidance.
What precautions should be taken during;
1) Five times daily Salaat.
2) Jumma and Eid Salaat.
3) Taraweeh and order Other Guidance
a.

Iftari

b. Musafa, Muaniqa and Touching
4) Etikaaf
5) Washing Diseased
6) Kafan and Dafan
7) Madrassa Education
8) Other Gatherings
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6.0 Translation from Urdu
In the current corona virus pandemic, following the guidelines issued by the
government is a Shar’ee and moral requirement.
Cleanliness and purity is part of Islam and is emphasised in Islamic teachings.
Cleanliness and purity should be applied to all aspects of life. This includes all personal
belongings and the environment. At the time of coughing or sneezing one should cover
their mouth.

6.1 Five times daily Salaat
a) Perform Wudhu at home.
b) Perform the Sunnats and Nafils before and after Salaat at home. This is also
narrated in Hadith.
c) This can be achieved by locking the toilets and Wudhu taps except one.
If the government introduces a limit on public gathering it is our Shar’ee and moral
obligation to strictly adhere to it. The maximum number of worshipers offering
Salaat must not exceed the maximum allowed to gather. Individual Masjid
committee should consider the following for the five daily Salaat, Jummah and Eid.
a) If the limit can be adhered to then hold congregational Salaat at the Masjid
adhering to the law.
a) Hold one congregational Salaat at the Masjid within the limit. Others to offer
Salaat individually at the Masjid or at home with their family. However, if those
punctual with congregational Salaat wish to hold a second congregation they are
able to do so2 under the current circumstances only.
b) In Fajar Salaat if many congregational Salaats are being held then ensure that the
last congregational Salaat starts before sunrise.
c) One Azan will suffice if many congregational Salaats are being held with separate
Iqaamats. The same applies for Jumma Salaat.
d) Elders and those with underlying medical conditions are requested to offer their
Salaats at home under the current situation.
e) In the same way children (Na Balig) are strongly recommended to offer their
Salaat at home.
f) During congregational Salaats the worshippers should try and stand close as
possible unless government guidelines on close proximity indicate otherwise
then this is also allowed.
g) The imams should recite short Qiraat and Khutba.
h) Time between Azan and Iqamat should be minimised and the speech before
Jumma should be suspended, except for important announcements.
i) Tilawat of Quran and other Azkar should be done at home.
If the government introduces a ban on all public gathering during this period then it
is our Shar’ee and moral obligation to strictly adhere to it.
Everyone must offer Salaat at home.
2

Better that many congregational Salaats are not held - Imdaadul Fatawa Jadeed, Page 145 Vol 2. Fatawa
Qasimiyyah, Page 191, 1995, 202, 219 Vol 6.
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6.2 Jumma and Eid Salaat
If the government introduces a limit on public gathering it is our Shar’ee and moral
obligation to strictly adhere to it. The maximum number of worshipers offering
Jumma and Eid must not exceed the maximum allowed to gather. Individual Masjid
committee should consider the following if they can ensure the number of
worshippers limit;
a) If the limit can be adhered to then hold congregational Salaat at the Masjid.
b) If need arises Jumma Congregational Salaat can be held at multiple locations3.
c) In this situation one Masjid can also hold multiple congregational Salaat in
different locations. The management committee must ensure strategies are in
place so they adhere to the limits of congregation.
d) Congregational Salaats can also be held outdoors. For Jumma congregation
Masjid is not necessary.
e) At the time of necessity Jumma Congregation (minimum 3 plus Imam) can be
held at home.
f) If one is unable to offer Jumma in Congregation they should offer Zohar Salaat
individually.
g) Same rulings will apply for Eid Salaat.

6.3 Taraweeh Salaat and Other Guidance
If the government introduces a limit on public gathering it is our Shar’ee and moral
obligation to strictly adhere to it. The maximum number of worshipers offering
Taraweeh Salaat must not exceed the maximum allowed to gather. Individual
Masjid committee should consider the following if they can ensure the number of
worshippers limit;
a) If everyone is unable to perform Taraweeh Salaat in congregation then they
should offer Taraweeh at different locations.
b) Taraweeh can also be offered at home.
c) If a situation arises the Quran in the Taraweeh can be shortened.

Guidance
d) Worshippers should bring their own Musallah and take it back home.
e) No Masjid Iftari should take place. They should do Iftari in their own homes.
Alternatively they should bring their own water and dates and make Iftari
individually.
f) Musafa, Muaniqa and touching should not be done. Musafa and Muaniqa are
not Farz, they are Masnoon therefore verbal Salaam is sufficient. If someone
refuses to do Musafa we should not mind.
g) Do not congregate inside and outside the Masjid or other places after offering
Taraweeh, Jumma, and other Salaats.
h) Guidance issued by the Government must be adhered to at all times.
3

Fatawa Qasimiyya Page 214 Vol 6. Nizam Al Fatawa /Vol 2
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6.4 Etikaaf
a) Elderly and people with underlying medical conditions should not do Etikaaf.
b) If anyone becomes ill during the Etikaaf they should immediately seek medical
advice.
Note : If Etikaaf is broken Qaza has to be done at a later date:

6.5 Washing of Diseased Suspected of Corona Virus
It is Wajib to wash the deceased. Without a valid Shar’ee reason this cannot be
left out. The following should be applied;
a) Wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and wash the deceased.
b) Those wearing PPE should be fully trained in its use and method of washing
as per legal health requirements.
c)

The deceased should not be touched except with proper PPE.

d) Specific people should be allocated to undertake washing. There should be no
other people in the vicinity.
e) After washing and covering the face, the face should not be opened again.
f)

The Janaza Salaat and the burial should not be delayed if close relative of the
diseased are unable to attend.

Method of performing Washing
g) If the hospital have Muslim staff they can wash the deceased and put Kafan
on (Kafan can be specific clothing) and Hand over the deceased person to the
family. In special cases a non-Muslim can also perform washing (Al Fatawa
Hindiyya Page 120 Vol 1).
h) If it is not possible or forbidden for some reason to remove the clothing of the
deceased then it is allowed to wash the deceased in those clothes by simply
flowing water over the deceased.
i)

If the body can only be washed in the plastic body bag then water should be
flowed over the decease’s body in the plastic body bag.

j)

If washing with water is not possible then Tayammum should be performed.

k)

If there is some medical reasons a deceased body cannot be opened and any
of the above actions taken then by Istihsan4 it is acceptable to perform Janaza
prayers without washing the deceased and burying the body.

4

Istihsan - This principle that permits exceptions to strict and/or literal legal reasoning or taking directive from
other schools of thought in favour of the public interest (maslahah).
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6.6 Kafan and Dafan
a) When a Muslim passes away then their Kafan and Dafan should be carried out
in a Masnoon manner. If this is not possible then wash the body once however
possible and bury the body.
b) If it is not possible to put on the Masnoon Kafan then a minimum Kafan can be
used.
c)

It is not permissible to burn the body regardless of being Muslim or non-Muslim
this is considered as desecration of the body. The four imams are in agreement
on this.

d)

If possible Janazah Salaat should be offered in open air. Handling of the
deceased body must be in accordance with government guidelines.

e) The deceased body should be taken by car as close as possible to the grave to
minimize handling.
f)

In time of necessity one grave can be used for multiple bodies.

g) There shall not be multiple Janazah Salaat.

6.7 Madrasah Education
All Government guidelines must be followed. If Madrasah needs to be closed the
management committee must consider how education will be imparted to the
children.
Note : Consideration should be given to split and intermittent classes.
Special consideration should be given to the Hifz class.
Government guidelines must be followed.

6.8 Other Gatherings
The management committee and local people shall decide how other gatherings
will take place bearing in mind the Government Guidelines.
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7.0 Urdu Guidance
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8.0 PowerPoint Presentation – Summary
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9.0 Glossary of terms
Abu Dawood

One of the six major hadith collections

Al Fatawa Hindiyya

Compilation of Shar’ee ruling

Allah

Arabic word referring to God in Abrahamic religions

Bukhari

One of the six major hadith collections

Dafan

Burial

Eid

Festival

Etikaaf
Farz

Sitting in seclusion particularly in the last 10 days of Ramadhan

Fiqh

The theory or philosophy of Islamic law,

Hazrat

honorific Arabic title

Hifz

Those memorizing the Quran

Iftari

Breaking of the fast

Imam
Istihsanan
Janaza

Leader

Jumma

Special Friday prayer of Muslims

Kafan

Shroud

Madrasah

Supplementary School

Masjid

Place of Islamic Worship

Masnoon

An action performed by Prophet Mohammed ( ),

Moulana

Our lord/master

Muaniqa

Hug

Muatta Imam Malik

Collection of hadith

Mufti

A Muslim legal expert

Musafa
Musallah

Handshake

Muslim

One of the six major hadith collections

Nafil
Qaza
Quran
Salaam

Supererogatory prayer Not compulsory

Salaat

A prescribed liturgy (prayer) performed five times a day

Shar’ee
Sunnat
Taraweeh
Tayammum
Wajib
Wudhu
Zohar

Religious law that governs aspects of day-to-day life in Islam

Obligatory

Permitted exceptions
Prayers for the diseased

Prayer mat

Compensation
The word of Allah
Peace – Muslim greeting

Practice of Prophet Mohammed ( )
Additional long prayers performed at night during Ramadhan.
Dry Ritual purification
Close to obligatory
Purification washing
Noon prayers
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